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5 27 almoſt e obherve, that the 

'. 4 occurrences related in the following page 

"cauld not hade been ritten during the painful 

-gourney in which they 1 The Mriter, 
Kat, 


after hit arrival at noted doaus the e- 
vente which tool place from day to day during 


. bis travels, as atcurately as he could collect 
tben From the recullectian of himſelf and his fel- 
* dJowſufferers, & by that means was able to form 


- 


connected FOURNAL from the time of the 
Bignarech il his arrival at a place of ſafety ; 


- 


72 © *ewbich be did ſolely for the ſatisfaction of himſelf 
and bis friends. Tts publication is in conſe- 
© quence "of repeated folicitations for that purpoſe, - 


fence his return 10 Sdlem. And he Anctreſy 
Hopes, chat nd mariner may ever have occaſion 
to relate misfortunes and ſufferings like tho/e 


: _ wvbich befel the Company of the Ship Commerce. 
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N the 4th of May, 1791, IA 1 
ed from Salem, inthe State of "tuo 
Maſſachuſetts, : in the capacity 
ſecond mate on board the fh, 
Grand Sachem, Jonathan Caries,” 
maſter, bound to the Cape of 


ae where we arriv os ſafe: 


or: 


fs) 


* n Seb rh Sb 62 ! at'S n * 0 * # * a 


of Auguſt. We tarried at the Cape 
till the 9th of October, when we de- 


parted for the Iſle of France, where 


we arrived on the 16th of N ovem- | 


ber, all well. I remained with Cap- 


. tain Carnes till the 25th of Decem- | 
ber; but having found my ſituation 


on n leſs agreeable than I wiſh- 
ed, preferred. going as a mariner on 
board the ſhip Commerce, of Boſ- 


ton, John Leach, maſter, which was 
then at the Ile of France: for this 
Purpoſe 4; obtained my diſcharge 
a ſyom Captain Carnes, who received 
2 an . on board the I" 
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03 the 54 of 8 1792, we 


| took our departure from the Iſle of 
55 hcl Madras, and arrived there 
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Coromandel, bound to Bombay on 


* 


ate, after a | paſſiipe of fifty-ſeven 
days, being the 25th of March.. Here 
Captain Leach left the ſhip, and Cap- 
tain Samuel Johnſon, of Rhode- 
Iſland, ogy command of REF Dy 
- On the 28th of April, 159 5 | e 
failed from Madras on the coaſt of 


the coaſt of Malabar, for which we 
ſhaped our courſe; but the winds 
for the moſt of the time being con- 
trary, and the weather boiſterous, 
our voyage proved very tedious, 
On the 10th of June, to our great 
ſurpriſe, we faw Tellicherry on 
the Malabar coaſt, it being upwards 7 
of five ce alles: N _— 1326 


| cnmtrary we backed fh 70 a0. 
A 2 ut 


, 4 
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25 caſionally. On the 24th, or 25th of 
June we fell in with the ſhip Ganjava, 
Captain Jemiſon, belonging and 
bound to Bombay, with whom we 
=  Kkegt company. for ſix or ſeven days, 
When we ſeparated by ſome miſhap, 


6699 


ſouthward, in las, to croſs the 


equator for the benefit of the ſouth- 


eaſt trade wind, to make our weſting 
before. we croſſed the latitudes to 


the northward, the winds generally 
blowing along the coaſt: from the 


Having ſtood to the ſouthward until 


ve reached the latitude between fix 
| and ſeven ſouth, and having a fair 


wind, we-then ſtood, to the weſtward 


# for four or five days, after which we 


altered our courſe northwardly, oc-- 


. wats e unhappy for us, 1 Ger-. 
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„ ES. | 
tain Jemiſon arrived at Bombay, in 
five or ſix days after. But our Cap 


tain, being unacquainted with the 
coaſt, and conſidering the ſhip. further 


ſteered more weſtwardly than he 
ſhould have done. Nothing more 
of conſequence oceurred until the 
zoth of July, when our misfortunes 
began. For five. or ſix days pre- 
vious to that time, we had bad. 
ſtrong gales of wind from the ſouth» 
ward and weſtward ; and finding 


the water to be altered in colour; 


we were ſomewhat apprehenſive of | 


being nean the ſhore. On the n 32 
of July our latitude by qbſerva 


tion was we 33˙ N. eee 30% oY 
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* Tueſday, Fuly*10.—The ſame 
winds and weather continued. At 
eight o'clock; P. M. we tried for 

foundings, but found none with 120 
fathoms line. At 12 o' clock, our 
Captain being on deck, we ſounded 
again, and found only thirty fathoms 
of water, ſteering then N. and E. 
Our Captain, not at all alarmed, but 
imagining himſelf once more on the 
coaft af Malabar, ordered the ſhip' 


3 to be ſteered N. N. W. as he ſuppoſ- 


ed for Bombay ; but, to our great 
{; and greater misfortune, at 
| rer quarters paſt three o'clock in 
the morning, the ſhip ſtruck the 


ground: "Phe conſternation we 


_ - were thrown into by this unexpected 

ſhock— the darkneis of night which 
ſur ö 0 — us—khe daſhing of the 
l | | waves 
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waves again inſt our ſtranded ſhip an ä ar 4 ; 
the proſpect of immediate death be- 
fore us created a ſcene of horror 


paſt deſcription! Continuing yet 
dark, and in momentary expeRation 
of the ſhip going to pieces, we waits 
ed. impatiently the approach of day; 
which ſoon appeared, and in ſome 


meaſure alleviated our anxicty, when. 


we found ourſelves only two or three 


miles from the ſhore, which preſent- 


ed to our view a white ſandy beach, 


the extent of which we could not fee. 
on one end or the other; and not 
houſe, a hut, a tree, or even a buſh, 
was to be ſeen. . Having handed dur 
ſails, and finding the ſhip had not 
made much water, and the en beine 
conſiderably fallen, we 'hoiſted out 
our 5 and carried an acer . 
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| — the pinnace; where they found twelve 


; poſition; and their conduct ſoon 
proved that it was not prudent to 


4 

3 witethe hops U bexving the 
ſhip off again; but that and every 
othertkffort prq; ing ineffectual, no- 
thing remained for us but to prepare 
for leaving the ſhip, and taking to 
the boats. We accordingly went to 
{NOS ws FOCurt : maſts and ſails for 
the boats, h proviſion, water, and 


- 4 eas many other neceſſaries as the boats 
* e — e, 8 Our 


or: fourteen ſavages, but neither 
houſe or habitation of any kind. 

Phe geſtures of thele barbarians in- 
dicated an inhuman and: hoſtile dif- 
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wary, or more are tna — 
dee reſt, going within their Werk, 


JF they immediately caught him, "and 
tied his hands; but he found means 
to diſengage himſelf, with a Knife 
which he had in his pocket; - and re- 
turned to the boat. By this time 
every one was convinced that we 
were not on the coaſt of: Niles 5 
| but on the inhoſpitable ſnore of Ar © 8 
; bia. Finding nothing on ſhore bay © 
| what ſerved to augment our misfors 
tunes, and add to the deplorabletieſs 
of our condition, the Captain return- Ne: ON 
ed to the 8 and e mere 


1 


£0. into the ©; pains een 5 
as much to advantage as we -tould, 
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the neareſt ſtaport on the coaſt that 
astrade with the Europeans, Hays 

g Every thing ready we really 
waited, which-our: boats would ad- 


mit of carrying from the ſhip, we 
accordingly got them equipped with 


all poſſible expeditfon, and at three 
o*clock- in the afternoon we got into 


2 the three ſeveral boats, being thirty- 


four ſouls: in number, viz. twenty 


Whites, thirteen Laſcar ſailors, and 


ene African black. The ſhip by this 


* time having bilged, her hold was 


full of unter when we _ her. 


ER 


- The ere of Clearing the tip was 


# is follows x \ dd 5 
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r 
Tn the Long Boat were, 
Samuel Johnſon, Commander: 
Robert Williams, Merch't & Qwnerg _ 
Nathaniel Seaver, do. n o 
Daniel Saunders, A - rex 
Gilbert Fol, da, Dvd 
William Leghorn, do „er 
Solomon Buthby, do. Rt 
John Daniels, 8. 7 do. BY? — 1 8 
And al the Blacks. tt gr ns 


— * 2 ; * C 8 


N 85 ths Pinan, 

David Ockington, Firſt Mate 3 8 
King Lapham, 3 3 TP 
Valentine Bagley, Captain's Mate: . 
Nathaniel Scaver, jun. NMerchtv Son; 5 
Charles Lapham, Mariner; "ee 
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— tg" with the Al 
in the ſouthweſt quarter, we ſteered 
#long” the coaſt to the eaſtward: till 
might, when, finding ourſtlves much 
fatigued, it being likewiſe hazardous 

| to run in the night, we came to an 


3 


| "anchor at a convemtent diſtance from 
wo dhe ſhore. The water being ſome- 
hat Mooth, and the wind light, we 
had 2 tolerable night” 8 veſt. 
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© Hednefaay, Fuly 11. Finding aur - 
ves much obfreſhgd by our night's 
IT * . belt, 


* 3 

reſt, at four o'clock in the morning 
we weighed our ànchors, and pro- 
ceeded along the coaſt, With a pleat BM 
ant breeze from the fouthweſt, e 

before · At twelve o'clock we tried 
for an obſervation; but it bemg 
cloudy es big getting one tos 
be depended on. We continved out ̃ 
courſe along ſhore until winner When 
we came to an anchor again in very 
ſhoal water, it not exceeding three 
or four feet; but being protected 
from the fury of the ſea by à point 
that projected wirhout the other part 
of the beach, we wa wor Keen EI 
„„ 
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* mfg Tal 12. Ar five o*, eck 
i i the morning we weighed ancher 
F ene n Galt, 
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wind and weather till- favourable; 
until three o'clock in the afternoon,; 
when we ſtood. off, to clear a long 
point that ran a conſiderable diſtance 
out into the ſea; but the wind head- 
ed us ſu much that we could by no 
means clear the land; and the ſea 
had by. chis time reſe to ſuch an 


upon the other tack v A zout- d 

of being driven on ſhore by the ſurf; 
in conſequence of which we came to 
an anchor. IT he ſea at length ran ſo 
high, that it was with . we 
kept the boats above water; we 
therefore took the people out of ; = 
2 _  yawl, and let her drive on ſhore ; the 
er we were then in leading us to 


days» Joh ho ae It + 5 


prehenſions and horrors increafing, 


as the boats began to drive towards 
the ſhore, and as we had no means 
left to prevent it, ' we were kept a- 
wake all night; but by good provi- 
dence our boats kept by a byes ane 
other eK "FI G. 


* * « 
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Friday, Fuly 13. Being reduced 


to'two boats for the whole number,; 


at daylight we made fail; in hopes 
to get out to ſea far enough to keep 
our boats clear of the furf, which 


ran very high in ſhore; bes td 


effort proving "fruitleſs; 1 
obliged to put the boats he on the 
wind For the ſhore, tiꝑſtin | 


8 . 1 bis 


(483 


tain at ſea. Bein g nov before the 
wind, which blew ſtrong, and having 
a heavy ſwell, we ſoon got op ſhore 
in the long boat; and by God's aſ—- 
| Sftance' we were; every man, landed 
ae, being gwenty-ſeven-in number, 
When we had ſaved. as many things 
as we could that were in the long 

boat; we-ſtood upon the beach, wait- 
ing the landing er the pinnace, ſhe 
being yet ſome diſtance off, and 
Komingly in · great danger, being leſs 


_ qualified for encountering with the 


= fea than. our boat. Our anxiety and 
2ppreBienſians- increaſed as the drew 


„ Rove 4. ner were —o 


8 ee ae way 
we had the tiſieation to ſee her; 


ein e the 8 en 


- "wal 
over head, which overwhelmed all 
that were in her, being ſeven in num | 
ber, four of whom with difficulty 
reached the ſhore, and three were 
: drowned, viz. King Lapham, car- 
g penter, Ebenezer Grant, mariner, 
and Nathaniel Seaver jun. mere 
| ehant's fon. The grief of the father; 
who ſtood an unhappy ſpectator of 
this melancholy cataſtrophe, finding  . -» 
his ſon/to- be among the number of -. - +» 
thoſe who periſhed, may- be more on- : 
1 eee nenn 7 wy 2 — 


n 


1 ede ed ſome WY aur fails 2 
from the long boat, and che f '- 


having drifted: on ſhore, the 


ing being miſty, ve wenttd-work te 
raiſe a tent, to keep ourſelves a 


much as we could from e „ eſtes | 
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* Mift to cook a ſmall pig that had 


(200 
Ency of the weilticrs . which we 


ſoon effected. About nine o'clock, 
the' ſan made its appearance, which 


dur clothes; and other things we had 


Follected on the beach, which came 
Un More from the boats. In 'walk- 


ing the beach, we found à muſket 
do 
Which we kindled a fire, and” made 


mon ſhore from the long boat: 


1. proved a very delieious meal, be- 


"I 5 by * 


thinking wo were pretty ſecure, not 
ba ving ſeen a living creature fince 
; our landing, and being much fatigus | 
d, having had no EE: 

| * 4 5 5 | 


ing the firſt we had eat from the time 


f _ of che ſhip's going on ſhore; Hav- 


dug thus refreſhed gurfelves, and 


afforded us an opportunity of drying 


er horn, by means of | 


» | 
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however, & ſome others; exhorted us 2 
to defend ourſelves, and protect ouun 
property; and in reſiſting them whon: 0 
they attempted to ſtriphim, he receive 
ed ſeveral ſlight cuts, but e 50 5 


(eu 


night, we lay down to ſleep; but, to 


our great ſurpriſe and misfortune; 


about three o'clock in the afternoon; 
we were alarmed by eighteen ſavag- 


es, on camels, armed with ſpears, - 


cutlaſſes and knives, who ruſhed up 
on us, before we were aware of 
them; and; being in a very ordina+ 


Ty ſtate. of defence; We. eould male 


but a weak reſiſtance: aur Captain, 


material injury thereby. Being 
no condition to oppoſe them, th 


des us Ln mg. we 1 5 


- 
* 
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1 
bis hair ribbon, they cut off the hair 
eloſe to his head. We 'importuned 
them, by ſigus and geſtures, to leave 
us ſome ald clothes to cover us, to 
prevent the ſun from burning our 
in; Which, after ſome beſitation, 
they did; finding the ſpoll more than 
they could conveniently carry away; 
e that every man was left with ſome 
ertiete of clothing: ſome had a ſhirt 
[ome à jacket —ſome a pair of 
trowſers and one nothing but a 
rip of canvas to tie round him, ex- 
cept a hat an his head, which every 
man had, there being a number in a 
trunk which came aſhore, and 
_whith the Arabs ſeemed to diſregard. 
hey now ſeparated the Blacks from 
| wo warme. n eee _ the A. 


0 72 | 
out from Boſton copk” of the Kip) 
{poke the ſame: language we did, 
they: took him from the reſt, bound 
him, and kept him; he eryiug to u 
in the greateſt diſtreſs, to attempt 


his releaſe; but this Was entirely t | 
of our power, and we expeaed ove. 
ry moment to be treated in the Tam. 


manner ourſelves, or to be inſtantiy 
put to death if we made any reſiſt. 
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ance. © Under this anxiety of mind, 


would be done to us; er what te de 


we labotred awhile, in doubt of hat 


Hurſelves; at length we determined, 
if they ſeized on any one of us, te BY 
reſcue him, or die in che attempr. 
Soon afterwards came three'or fotly | 
— win were 8 _ 


Tm) 


Jnthe country; theſe aſlited in cok 
lectiag the ſpoil, and loading tlie 
zamels with it. Having thus far 
waited the reſult of their proceed- 
ings with various thoughts and ſug- 
geſtions, about five o'clock in the 
in ney — "wy with the 
them; hs: not inet ſending two 

of their number, armed, as a guard, 
along with us, to ſee us to a ſhort 
diſtance, probably conjecturing we 
might have ſomething hid in the ſand. 
When the guard left us, they in- 
formed us, as well, as we could un- 
derſtand them, that we might — 
to Muſkat in ſive days. This, how- 
ever, was far ee * 
OP — or ane 
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Horteſt route by land was doubtleſs 
twice that length: add to this, that 
our way lay through fields of burn- 
ing ſands, and over mountains of 
rocks and precipices, affording nein 
ther food to eat or water to drink 
expoſed, naked, in the day time to * 
ſcorching ſun, and in the night, ta 
cold and heavy dews—and: te: this; . 
continual depredations of thieves and 
robbers—- with no other guide, a 
great part of the journey, than the 
heavenly bodies, and the courſe 'of 
the ſea—and without even the pit 
of man to ſoften our fate. Rejois + 8 
ed, however, that theſe inhuman . 
plunderers had quitted us, we began 'Y 
our weariſome journey, ee, : 
the remnants which the Arabs had. - 
Ee, in as. good health as ou! 
07 N 
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be expected after our fatigues, e 
| cepting Mr. Seaver, who had been ill 
a, great part of the paſſage, and was 
now quite weak, but who preſerved 
a eourage and firmneſs which gave 
ſpirits to the reſt, and did honour to 
himſelf. We travelled along the 
beach till dark, when, finding our- 
ſelves much fatigued, we lay down 
** the __ to Deep. |; 
1 rer, July 14. We arofe a- 
Lein, and Progeded on our journey. 


About nine clock, Wwe ſaw three 


. Arabs, fiſhing, who ſeemed to ſhew 
ſome fear at our approach, and a 
wih to avoid us: we paſſed them 
without taking any further notice of 
them. About an hour after, we 
.: Sbſervcd at the bead of the N 
Eg < Teveral 


( #2. 

ſeveral paths. which ſeemed to lead 
into the country. We followed theſe 
paths ſome way, till we loſt fight of 
the beach, and coming to a valley, ſaw 
ſome vines, which- bore ſomething 
very muchreſembling our watdtmel- 
ons, both outitde and in; but on taſt- 
ing them, we found them ſo bitter, 
that we could not eat them. There. 
was now a difference of opinion, 

whether it would be better to kerp 
on in theſe paths, or return. to the 
beach and follow its courſe. Some 

were in hopes, that by keeping in- 
land, they might. find inhabitants, 
who would ſhew them more com- 
paſſion than we had met with on the 
ſea ſhore ; while others apprefiended 
"it wand be an imprudent and dan- 
Y * experiment, and were of o- 
5 pinion, 


TT 


pinion, that it would be beſt to keep 


along the beach, which tended to 
lead us moſt to the eaſtward, and 
which was the courſe we were pur- 
ſuing. - Contemplating awhile on 
the circumſtances, the Captain, Mr. 
Robert Williams, Benjamin Wil- 
Jiams, Thomas Barnard, and all the 
Blacks, took the inland road; and 
the remainder of us choſe to travel 
the beach. Abeut noon, we ſaw 
three Arabs, fiſhing ; we made what 
ſigus we could to them, to make 
them underſtand that we wanted 
Water, and they walked along with 
us, until they brought us to a place 


where were two more of their 


fiſhermen.: being now five of them 
in number, each having a large 


bludgcon, they went about to ſearch 
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( 9 ) 
if we had any money ; finding them 
felves diſappointed in that, they rob- 


ded us of ſome books and papers, 


and from one they took an old piece 
of canvas with which he had covered 
His nakedneſs; having done this, 
they let us go; and we proceded' on; 
without getting any water; after 


travelling ſome time, we diſcovered 
a ſpot on the upper part of the beach 


that appeared as if there was water 


wanting to force its. way up ; we a _ 
therefore began to dig and ferape a4 


well as we could with our hands: 


having dug to fome depth, and find- 


ing no water, we gave ever the ob- 
jet, and betook ourſelves to our 


journey again; but the fun being ins 


intenſely hot, the ſand ſcorching our 


Tet, and having had nothing do ollay 


© 20 Y 


our hunger, or quench our thirſt, 
the preceding nor all that day, it was 
with much diſſiculty the major part 
of us could walk at all. Providence 
at this time directing to our view a 
fingle ab, we ſtopped him, and 
made him underſtand that we wanted 
water: he pointed us to the top of 
2 precipice- which was at ſome diſ- 
tance before us, where, as we under- 
5 ſtood him; we could find water: we 
accordingly haſtened with all poſſi- 
ble diligence- toward whe hill, and in. 
© ſhort time gained its ſummit, 
where, after ſome ſearch, we found 
a ſmall well which contained ſome 
brackiſi water ; but being very 
found ourſelves much refreſhed” 


by it. After reſting ourſelves a lit- 
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toward us, whom we at firſt took to 


( 32 } 


tle while at this place, we again re- 
ſumed our journey, but had not 
walked far before we ſaw at tome 
diſtance a number of men coming 


be ſavages ; but ſtopping aSvhile te 
view them more attentively, we 
were happy t- ind them to be our 
own people, who had parted with 


us in the morning. Being once 


more joined in company, they in- 
formed us they had had water; 1 ank 
we walked all together down to the 
fea ſide again. Soon after, we heard 
a dog bark; from which we conjec- 2 
tured there muſt be freſh water at: 
no great diſtance ; and looking up ©. 
to-the top of a ſmall mountain, we 


diſcovered two dogs, but could net 


w 
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(681 
eoaſt being very mountainous; after 
ſome time ſpent in ſearching, we 
found' a fpring of good water, and 
having found ſome dry ſharks bones 
upon the beach, where we imagined 
ſome of the barbarians had been eat- 


ing ſome days before, we eat them, 


and having drank pleutifully at the 
ſpring, we felt ourſelves ſomewhat 
refreſhed, as it was two days and a 
night ſince we had cat any thing. 
i being now almoſt night, we walk- 
ed to a rock we ſaw at a little diſ- 


tance, that hung over the beach, and 


ſeemed calculated to afford us ſome 


melter from the heavy dew that falls 
FEISS "on that coaſt, under which we lay, in 


hopes to have ſome reſt; but being 
ſo intimidated and frightened by the 


yells and cries of wild beaſts, which 5 2 
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45 ve ſuppoſed, came to the ſpring to 
drink in the night, we could ſleep 
none all night. We knew ſome of 
theſe creatures to be jackalls; but, 
from the different noiſes we. heard, 
were fearful there were more dans 
gerous animals among them. 
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5 we found ſome of the blacks were 
ö miſling, and the remaining ones (ex- | 
copting the captain's ſervant) parted 
from us ſoon after, taking the road 
: to travel they moſt approved of: the 


reſt of us continued walking the. | 

+ beach along until nine o' clock, when 5 
we aſcended a mountain in hopes of 
finding water; having gained” the 
top of the mountain, we Kae at 

"Tas diſtance behind us, a number oF! 


* — 3 * 8 
IA - 5 b _ * ">. | * — 
+ 2 ) b ö - 2 * 


| W „ 


6 


$27 


tm) 


of ſiviges, 4h ſeemed to be com 
ing after us, in ſome haſte; but not 


overtaking us, we conjectured they 


had gone another way. We contin+- 
ued walking acroſs the mountain till 
twelve o'clock, but finding nothing 
either to eat or drink, nor the leaſt 


_ proſpect of getting any thing, we di- 
vided ourſelves, rather by accident, 


into three parties, each hoping to 
find a road that might bring them 
to ſomething which might ſave them 
from periſhing with hunger and 
thirſt. Our party conſiſted of Cap- 


tain Johnſon, Mr. Robert Williams, 
Benjamin Williams, John Daniels, 


William Leghorn, John Rowe, Tho- 


mas Barnard, James Leatherby, John 
Quiney, . myſelf, and Manno, tlie 


eaptain's ſervant. Charles Lapham, 
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Valentine Bagley, Solomon Brithbyy 
Samuel Laha and Gilbert Foſs, form- 
ed another party; and Mr. Seaver 
and Mr. Ockington, chooſing to go by 
themſelves, made the third. This 
was the laſt I ſaw ef theſe two, and 
of ſome of the others. The other 
parties left us, and went their way. 


We (being eleven in number) ſaw at 


Tome diſtance a rock, whoſe head 
reached conſiderably above the otlſer 
part of the mountain, and afforded 
ſome ſhade that would ſheiter us 
from the ſun, whoſe heat was almoſt 
inſupportable : under this rock we 
lay down until the ſun bad declined, 
and become ſomewhat more tolera- 
ble. About four o'clock We again 
proceeded on, and travelled nt 


; Lun-let, when we deſcended "the 
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mountain into a, valley near tHe 
beach, in hopes of finding water 
there, but were unhappily diſap- 
pointed. Finding no water, we aſ⸗ 
cended the mountain again. It be- 
ing by this time quite dark, we lay 
down under a rock, which formed a 
kind of ſmall cave, where we ſlept 


en all that _ 


p 
* + 
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1 Fuly 16. At daylight we 
roſe again, and proceeded along the 
mountain to the eaſtward, until about 
9 o'clock. By this time the rays of 


the ſun had become ſo intenſely hot, 
and we ſo weak and faint for want 


of food and water, that it was with 
difficulty that any of us could walk 
at all; and Benjamin Williams, 


william {Leghorn and Thomas Bar- 
nard | 
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ward, whoſe bodies were expoſed 
naked to the ſcorching ſun, finding 


their ſtrength and ſpirits quite ex- 
hauſted, lay down, expecting no- h 
thing but death for relief. In this 
deplorable, melancholy condition we 


left them, without being able to af ye 


ford them the leaſt help or conſola- 
tion, nature calling for all our exer- 
tions to preſerve our own lives. 
We therefore continued our jour- 
ney, but not without being much 
diſheartened and diſmayed, at ſein 
our poor fellow ſufferers, exhauſted 
with hunger and fatigue, giving over 
the thought of living any longer, 
and reſigning themſelves to tlie arms 
of death. About an hour after this, 
Capt. Johnſon and his ſervant left 
J Ws, and took another Way, WD in. 


4 Þ ) | 5 
land. The remainder of us (being 
now but ſix in number) ſtill purſued 
our uſual track, until near twelve 
o'clock, when we reached a ſhady 
place at the ſide of a rock, where 
we lay down till about three o' clock: 
we then got up, and proceeded on 


— 


again until near ſix 0 clock, when 
Mr. Williams, John Rowe and John 
Daniels cook another way by them- 
ö ſelves. The three of us that were 
wy 3 ft walked once more down to the 
beach, where we ſaw feveral old 
fiſhing nets, but nothing in them. 

Having been two days withont a 
- morſel of any thing to eat, or a drop 
of any thing to drink but our. own | 
urine or ſalt water, we grew very : 

weak and faint : however, we walk- 
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walked. 1 up to the mountain again, in 85 
| popes. of getting water. The. ell : 6:48 


FW 1 
ed On till night, and then lay 4750 


81 on the beach and went to . by 


£1 

7 9 Tub: 17 .—&t Pon light 
we roſe again and proceeded: on our 
journey. Having a long, hard; ſandy 
beach to walk, the travelling was 


ſomewhat leſs painful than that of 


the mountains. About nine o'clock 
we met Mr. Robert Williams, John 
Rowe and John Daniels again, who, 
we found, had fared no better than 
ourſelves. ' About an hour after- 
wards, we. came to a rocky point * 
that projected into the ſea, abont 
which we found many crabs and coe- 
kles, which afforded us great relief, 
James Leatherby now left u end : 


„ 
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of us walked along the beach untit 
about eleven o'clock, when, looking 
up to the top of the mountain, I ſaw 
Leatherby, and: made uſe of ſome 
endeavours to perſuade them all to 
go up to him ; but they all declined, 
except Ma: Willems and myſelf; 
ho parted with the reſt of the com- 
| pany, and aſcended the mountain as 
faſt as we could, but could fee no- 
thing of him. When we had reach- 
ed the top of the hill, Mr. Williams 
thought it was beſt to keep the in- 
land road, or rather find our road 


| : over the mountains, We deſcend- 


N ed the mountain, and travelled acroſs 
a neck of land, which our compan- 
jons upon the beach muſt have walk- 
ed round, which ſhortened our diſ- 
tence conſiderably; We had not 
PET”. | walked 


( 42 ) 
walked far before we came to à 
mountain, on the ſides of which we 
found large quantities of brimſtone, 
which ſeemed to have been thrown 
out by an eruption. Paſſing this, we 
came to another mountain, on the 
top of which was a level piece of 
ground covered with a ſubſtance. 
that appeared tranſparent, very much 
like iſing-glaſs. We paſſed this allo, 
and travelled until about one o'clock; y 
when I became ſo weak with fatigue . 
and want of bodily nouriſhment, 
and the ſun ſo hot, that I could no 
longer ſupport myſelf, and fell to 
the ground, and began to deſpair of 
ever riſing again. But, dy the blef- 
ſing of God, my ſtrength ebved, 
and I was enabled to riſe again in 


about half an hour, Mr. Williams 
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having been ſo good as to ſtay by me 
during this conflit : when I roſe, we 
walked down toward; the beach, and 
I went immediately and bathed my- 
ſelf in the ſalt. water, which afford 
ed me great relief: then walking 
back to the head of the beach, I took 
bf what rags: L had on, and ſpread 
them to dry. Mean while Mr. Wil- 
Hhuams and 1 lay down under the rock, 
AY and ſtept-for. a while tolerably eaſy: 
When Fawoke, I'went down to the 
fea fide,” and caught a few. crabs, 
which afforded us a [tolerable good 
meal. Although we found ourfelves 
ere refreſſied, yet, fo deſ 
perate were our circumſtances, that 
F propoſed to Mr. Williams to res 


place ; but he having ſtill ſome hope 


＋ 
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main and end eur exiſtence 'at this 


of getting to Moſkat, we concluded 
to ſet out again. About five o clock, 
we met Captain Johnſon and his ſer- 
vant, who informed us that he had 
ſeen Mr. Seaver and Mr. Ockington, 
whom he left in a very low condi- 
tion. Soon after, James Leatherby 
overtook us, and we alt walked to- 
gether till near ſum down, when we 
ſaw a parcel of ſmall rocks in a low, 
watry. marſh, ' where we found a 
quantity of ſmall” fiſh in nets; but 
our mouths were ſo parched and 
dried for want of water, that we 
could not eat any of them. We in 
agined there muſt be freſh water 5 
near, from this being a place of fiſhs - 
; ing; ; and the Captain went back to 
yard the country, in ſearch of ſome; 
aud lest us on the beach, to wait bis 
: return; 
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return; but it growing dark, and no 
— of his coming, we fol- 
lowed him,; and walked until it was 
very dark; in queſt: of him. Now 
miſſing Mr. Williams, 1 returned in 
learch after him, wht found him a- 
fleep at the ſide of a rock. I awoke 
him, and we ſoon overtook our par- 
ty, but could find nothing of the 
Captain. Having now nothing but 
our urine . e lay down to 
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 &clock we began our uſual hard la- 
. bour, ſomewhat more inland; and, 
Walking until noon, we met two 
women with a goat ſkin full of was 
: der z we importuned them ſome time 


| = for ſome: of ups Water to drink; at 


$ 75s, 2 3 . 


nr 
fengthy they derſtood what we 


wanted, and gave us about three 
pints of water each, and made us 
underſtand where we might get 
more. We immediately plied our- 


ſelves the road they directed us ; and a 


after travelling ſome diſtance, we 
met two men and ſix women, who at | 

firſt treated ns very hoſpitably; and 
gave us as much water as we want= 
ed; they gave us alſo three final 
fiſhes each; but, our mouths being 
ſo ſore for want of continual moiſt- 
ure, we could not eat them: Their 


make its appearance ; for one of the 
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thieviſh diſpoſition now began c 


women, taking a fancy to Mr. Wi. - 
liams's mt; went nen and 
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from me my hair ri 


on; and, the 
men ſtanding over us with large 
bludgeons i in their hands, we durſt 
make no reſiſtance. 2 Having gratifi- 
ed their curioſity, and taken from 
us whatever attracted their attention, 
they made ſigns to us to go away, 
which we did; and walking down 
toward the beach, we overtook the 
Captain, Who informed us that he 

had got water, ſince be left us, of 


; : ſome of the Arabs; but that in re- 
turn they had taken from him his 


trowſers. We travelled along the 
beach until about 4 o'clock, when, 
ſeeing a number of trees and buſhes, 
we went among them, in bopes of 
. ending ſome water, but unfortunate- 
Ii found none. James Leatherby, 


the Captain's ſervant, and 
myfeif, I 


FO 13 % 
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myſelf, laid down under a buſh and 
tried to ſleep, leaving the Ciprain 
and Mr. Williams to go on before 
us, as we could overtake them in a 
ſhort time, being more accuſtomed 
to walk barefooted than they were, 
we having been deſtitute of ſhoes 
the whole journey. Having! laid a- 
bout an hour, we got up again, and 
tock the road the Captain and Mr. | 
Williams had gone before”: wetray- 
elled in this track over nearly three 
miles of land, the Turface of Which 
Was covered with broken flint ſtone, 
which rendered our travelling very 
irkſome and painful indeed. Hav- 
ing at length with much difficulty, 
paſſed it over, we diſcovered, ata” 


25 diſtance before us, Captain u Jotarſon | 
porting Mr. Williams as be 1 


* 
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ed, Who having loſt his oel, and 
not being accuſtomed to go without 
them, his feet were ſo tender, and 
, to wounded with the ſtones, that he 
Was ſcarcely able to walk at all: we 
ſoon overtook them; and not long 
after we met three {ayages with one 
camel: perceiving they had water 
on their camel, we made ſigns to 
them that we would be very thank- 
ful for a little of it; they accord- 
ingly filled us a cup that contained 
about a pint, which was all we could 
5 perſuade them to afford us: this we 
divided among ourſelves with a ſhell 
ol a fiſh, which we carried with us 
for the purpoſe of drinking out of. 
The Savages then taking a liking to I 
"a jacket which the Captain's feryant 
had on, they took it from him and 
. en 


went their way. At- ſun-ſet we ſaw 
at 2 diſtance a number of wild date 
trees, Which we went to, but not 
without much fear of meeting with 
Arabs among them; but not diſcov- 
ering any living creature there, we 
began to ſearch for water, and ſoon 


found a ſmall well, which Ps 


to have been lately dried up:  w 
dug down ſome little depth, fav f 


found eater + 5 but it was very mud- 


dy, and proved of very ill conſe- 
quence to us, our bodies being o 


empty that it went through almoſt 
inſtantly as we drank it. Being 


now dark, we lay down and went 
to ſleep, where we reſted PIE | 


moleſtation that alen n 
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we began our courſe again'over the 
mountains, there being a long neck 


of land projecting toward the ſea, 


which would have lengthened our 
journey conſiderably by going round 
it. About nine o'clock, having gain- 
ed with difficulty the top of the 


mountain, looking down to the 
beach, we ſaw an Arab, fiſhing : 


'fnding-no water on the mountains, 


-we went down to the beach again, 


where the Arab was, and made him 


underſtand our neceſſity; and he 
was humane enough to take us to a 
valley where we found a ſpring of 
very good water. At this place we 


- Faw a great. number of birds, ſome 


of which appeared like eagles, ſome 
were turky-buzzards, and there were ö 
different kinds of fall birds. Hav- 


—— 


(A | 


ing drank ſufficiently, the place being 
ſhaded with ſmall 'buſhes, we ſat or 
lay down until about four o'clock in 
the afternoon—we' then proceded on 
again, and travelled along to the 
foot of a mountain. © When we Were 
at the ſpring, Mr. Wiltiams's ſtrength 
and ſpirits failed: him ſo much, that 
he was unwilling we ſhould” leave | 
that place when we did; and now he 
was ſo exhauſted, that he fell con- 


ſiderably in che rear and © . 


ſcarcely able to walk, and almoſt in- 
ſenſible of his condition; and We 
concluded that it was not in his 
power to contend. any longer with 
us againſt the hardſhips of the jour- 2 


| ney, more eſpeeially as there was no | 
proſpect of its having an end, nine 


a nnn now 
IS  unisfortube 2 5 
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misfort une in the ſhip began, and 
not the leaſt appearance of drawing 
near Muſkat, or any other place of | 
refuge from the cruelty of the bar- 
barians: we therefore with reluc- 
tance left him to the mercy of God, 
ſuffering ourſelves all the horrors 
that fill the mind at the near ap- 
proach of death. We then aſcend- 
end the mountain; and travelled along 
it, until near ſun ſet, when we deſ- 
cended it again, and walked down to 
the beach, where we found a quan- 
tity of crabs,” which we eat, and 
then walked ſome diſtance back 
from the beach again, where we lay 
down and went to ſleep. In the 
f fore part of the day, ſome of the 
company were driven to the ſad ne- 
"* cellity of making uſe of a ſuſtenance, 
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fore took our leave of him, and 
left him in a ſimilar condition to 

thoſe we had left before; and 4 

point we had to go round ſoonheỹd 
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we fat out _ along the beach; 
but Captain ſohnſon's ſinews and 
nerves had been ſo contracted by the 


fan in the day time; and chilled by 
the des at night, that he found Rim- 


{elf unable to travel any longer: he 


therefore concluded he muſt make his 


grave at that place, and told us that 
he could not wiſhns to make any de- 


lay for him, but adviſed us to make 


the beſt of our way along. We there - 


. 


25 along 


Tn) 


Mong till about nine o'clock, when 
wie came to a grove of ſmall trees 
and buſhes, a little-diſtance from the 
peach; where we found. as maby as 
an hundred and fifty people, who 
were conſtant inhabitants of this 
greary abode, without a hut or roof | 
of any kind, except what was form- 
ed by the trees, for ſhelter. Here 
was their baggage, their caoking u- 
tenſils, and a great number of fiſh, 
wich appeared to have been lately 

eaught. In the midſt of this grove 
nn good ſpring. Here we found 
one of our Laſcar. ſailors, who had 
. at the place four days, and ap- 
peared: to- be in as. good. health as 
whenche left the ſhip: The great- 
er part of theſe people were women 5 


45) 

ve had commonly received kinder uſs 
age than from the men. They gave 
us as much fifh and water as m ον. 


eat and drink; and even gave ua fi 
to carry away; for which we thank · 
ed Heaven and our benefactors. 
Having refreſhed ourſelves greatly 
found our ſtrength conſiderably reſ- 
tored, and our ſpirits greathy reviv- 


pitable friends, and proceeded: along . 
rue ſea fide again, the Laſcar choc. 
ing to remain behind. About one 


ed ʒ we then took leave of our hoſe 5 8 


oclock, we diſcovered a man lying. 


on the beach, with very little ens 
of life in him, and coming to him, 
found it to be Charles: CLapham, in a 
_ moſt; deplorable condition, having | 
Had no water n 

| i. 


Again, or even ſpeak 10 me: finding 


was five days i we told him where + 
| he: gould get watery) at about 2we | 
miles diſtance: after many efforts, 


ed a condition, I could not but fyms 
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ne got vpon his feet, and endeavours 


pathife enough with him in his fuf- 
frrings, to go back with him, though 


it retarded/my: progrefs in my /jour- 


ney; enough to do myſelf material 
Injury owhich, bath my other com- 
panĩons refuſed to do.r\accordingly; g 
theg:walked. forward; while i went - 

back a2 conſiderable dliſtance with 
„Tapfiam, until, his ſtrength Failing: 
— be ſuddenly fell down on the 
ground; nor was he able to rife! up 


it in vain to ſtay with him, I cover- 
. with frays RO 2 


© 99 


E tore from-an adjacent tree; it Being 
the laſt friendly office I could dos 
him. Thus I left him, and about 
an hour after, overtook my compan- 
ions again. Travelling along the 
beach, about four o'clock. we ſaw a 
man, a woman, and three children, 
of whom we got a little water, but 
not enough to quench our thirſt. 
Leaving them, we walked until near 
ſan-ſet.. Our travelling on the beach 
being obſtructed by reaſon of the 
rocks running into the ſea ſome diſ- 
tance, and very high, we aſcended 
the mountains again, on the ſide of . 
which, we found a vaſt number of 
withered date trees, under and a- 
bout which appeared to have been 
the habitation of dome .of* thenatives;. | 
End was now mene e 


\ 
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found nothing here that afforded ug 
any ſatisfaction; and, leaving it, 
we walked along the fide of the 
mountain ſome diſtance, when, com- 
ing to a rock, whoſe craggy fide 
hung over, and formed a ſort of 
cave, we diſcovered two: of our late 
mipmates, viz. Solomon Buthby and 
Valentine Bagley, lying down by a 
little ſtream of water that iſſued 
from the rock, which was the firſt 
they had found ſince their parting 
from us. We were happy to find 
each other yet alive, and concluded 
dsc travel together for the future, as 
" Jong as it ſhould pleaſe God that we 
ſhould be enabled to encquiter-with 
die hardſips of the: journey: The 
= mantle of day bein how withdrawn, . 


* 7 
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N Y 
around us, we all lay down' and dept 
tolerably well during the night. | 


\ 


Saturday, Fu 21 —At day break, | 
we role again, much refreſhed: by 
our nights: reſt, and applied our- 


{elves to our daily toil. and travel, 5 


being now five in number. We walk- 5 
ed along together, relating .to. each. b 
other what had befallen us- in the 
time of our ſeparation 3; by which. i 
ve found that Charles Lapham had 


been left by Bagley and Buthby, tht | 


preceding day, in the plage Where 
we found him, according to chez 
defcription. a About nine o'clock, 
we very fortunately gat ſome! 2 


and cockles, which: proved a very.» Hs 


| ſeaſonable relief: having cat s 
much as ſatisfied us, we. * den | 
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among ſome buſhes that grew at a 
Attle diſtance from the beach, the 


ſun being ſo intenſely hot, that we 


could by no means walk, or ſcarcely 


ſtand, and the ſand had alſo ſcorched 


our feet in a ſhocking manner. Here 
we lay until about three o'clock. 
The heat of the ſun being now 
ſomewhat more tolerable, and the 


tops of the mountains beginning to 


| caſt a little ſhade to the eaſtward, 
we ſat out again. Leaving the ſide 


of the mountain, we had to travel 


_ acroſs a neck of low land, which 
1 projected ſo far toward the ſea that 
we could not ſee its extent, upon 
SI which we a two Arabs, who were 


good enough to give us water. We 


left them, and ſoon after reached 
the eaſtern ſide of the land, where 
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ve found it formed a deep bay, boußd- 


ed by a ſandy beach, which we walk-. 
ed till ncar ſive o'clock, when we met 
ſeven camels, with the ſame number 
of Arabs attending them. We endeav- 
oured to obtain of them ſome infor- 
mation reſpecting the diſtance of 


"Muſkat, and underſtood them that 
they had been only one day from 
thence. However we might miſun- 
derſtand them, this created new ſpir- 
its in us, and we began to think our 
greateſt hardſhips at an end. We 


42s. 


-made them underſtand that we'y want 
ed ſomething'to eat and drink 5 7 ant 


* 


they gave us a handful of date 


which is a fruit that grows, in that 


country, and preſerve themſelves 2 
when they are gathered ip = _ this 


VI, all we could get-of them to ON: 


they gave us a plenty of water to 
drink, for which we were very, 
thankful. Being about to take. our 
leave of them, they robbed Solomon 
Buthby of his hat, which it was not 
in our power to prevent, and then 
ſuffered us te depart. We followed 
the tracks of the camels Over the 
- mountains. until it was quite dark, 
and then lay down upon a ſand bank 
to lleeÞ, when, came an Arab, who 
| ſurveyed us, and muttering ſome- 
thing we did not underſtand, he left 
us, and we lay without further mo- 
1Jeſtation all night, covering our bod- 
3 with the ſand to protect us fr. om 
= . the cold. 


Sunday, Fuly 22.—Awaking: at 
debe from our fleep, and finding 


ourſelves 
> a; - Ne = 
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eurſelves much refreſhed; aa that 
5 we had derived conſiderable benefit 
from covering ourſelves with ſand, 
we once more began our daily trav- 
el, and walked till abeut nine oy 
clock, when we found a well with' 
very good water, where we drank” 
our fill, and proceeded on our jour- 
/ ney, ſtill following the camels” 
5 tracks; tilt about eleven © clock, 5 
when, finding we were going took * | 
much inland, we turned to the right FI 
hand again, in order to gain the 
beach once more, which we found 
very hard to accompliſh, having. 


p molt tremendous hills of ſand to = 

climb over, which appeared like 
t mountains of ſnow ; and the ſand 5 62 1 
; was ſo looſe, that it gave way at ev- ' 
, iy; * ſo that IF Was With 


. | great 
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a © difficulty we TY: get over 
them ;. the rays of the ſun, and the 
 refle&tion from the ſand, being ſo 
| Hot, that it ſcorched ;our.ſkins from 
head to foot. Having at length at- 


tained the fhady ſide of theſe hills, 


we lay down, and I believe ſlept a- 
bout two hours. When we awoke, 
it being about four o' elock, we deſ- 
cended the bills. into the valley ſea- 
nt where we fortunately found 

% or ſmall, dwelling places, 
in one of whicit was an old man, in 
the other an old woman, who gave 
us a quantity of broiled crabs, ' which 
ee us a delicious meal; but. 


they could give us no water, having 
none in the huts, and the water of | 


which they drank being at a great . 
| Aiſtance.. After returning « our bur 
5 Wu 1 i 
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dle thanks for whit hich had ſo hoſ- 
pitably afforded us; we took our 


leave, and proceeded down the val- 


ley until near ſan-ſet, when we met 
with two men who took us to an ad- 


jacent place, where they gave us as 


much water as we would drink. Af- 
ter many ſigns and geſtures concern- 
ing Muſkat, they underſtood that we 


wanted to go thither, and agreed to * 


provide camels and guides to take 
us there, for twenty-five dollars per 


man, making ſigns with thein 3 
to expreſs the number, and calling 


the pieces of money fluiſh, which we , 
found. were dollars. It. growing 
dark, we left them for the night, 


and walking to the: ſide of ne = | 
| cent bank in the ſide of the: moun- 


| 1 "Wing we went to fleep.. . 8 5 : 51 
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> Bfandij, July 23, —Early- in" the: 
morning we renewed our diſcourſe 
with the Arabs, aud agreed with: 
them to give them their. price to- 
carry us to Muſkat, in hopes on our 
arrival there to find ſome more 
chriſtian- like people, who would ad- 
vance the money for our labour in 
their ſervice, until we could clear 
ourſelves of the bondage. Having 
got ſome water of che Arabs, about 


2 ſeven o clock we ſat out with one of 


4 them, who was to- conduct us to an 
and, where were more of their 
company, who were to furniſh us 
with camels for our journey to Maſs 
kat. Having walked down the ſide 
of the hill, we found ourſelves on a 
white beach, the moſt beautiful to 
nee, that Lever beheld,. the 
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end of which we could not ſee to 
the weſtward ; and taking our way 
_ eaſtward, we walked about as 
miles, but could not ſee its end to 
the eaſtward. -It was about two- 
miles in breadth, and the ſurface of 
it as fair to look upon as a Ieoking- 
glaſs, and ſo hard that the hoofs of 
the laden camels. made no impreſſion 
on it. At length we came oppoſite 
to the iſland we were to go over to, 
which was about two miles from us, 
and which it appeared almoſt impoſ- | 
fible that ever we could wade to or 
near it, there being a very ſtrong, 
current running, by which we were 
in danger of being carried away, — 
ing ſo weak that we could 1 
1 the ground where there was 


thy "g ta obſtrudt Us. mene 
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our guide taking the water, at which 


he was very expert, we followed af. 


ter; and wading through from two 
to three: feet water, we at length 
reached the iſland, where we found 
near thirty more Arabs, unto whom 
our guide communicated our buſi- 
neſs ; ; upon which they ſhewed us 
fome ſigns of civility. Here we 
ſtaid all day, without having any 
thing to cat but a little ſalted ſhark, 
which is the moſt of their food; 
and there being no water on the il. 
and, we fuffered much for want of 
it, eſpecially in the exceſſive heat of 
the day. Late in the afternoon they 
. gave us a little water, which was 
nee over to the iſland by an 


Arab, who was ſoon after follow- 
ed * another, bringing Captain 


, 
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Johnion with him, in a'very deplor- 


able. condition indeed, the fun having; 
bred inſects, under his ſkin; which- 
were deſtroying the fleſh on his 
bones. Captain Johnſon' having: 
fallen in with. this Arab, he had a- 
creed with him to give him a 
dollars to carry him to Muſkat 3: 


and for that purpoſe he was brought: 


to this iſland, as we had been. The 
ſun having declined, the Arabs ſhew- 
ed us a cave in the iſland, where we 
retired and went to fleep. 
Tueſday, July 24. At day light 
they made ſigns. to us that we were 


to go to a neighbouring iſland, es 


the readier attaining to the hart 1 
when they were ready; and ha ng 3 
W one for a. guide that coin 
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* 
me captain hither, we began our 
route, and walked a conſiderable 
way through ſoft mud, that had 
been created by the Rowing of the 
| water, which fatigued us very much, 
the ſan at the tame time having its 
full power on our heads. We how- 
ever at length reached the water, 

through which we had to wade a- 
bont a mile, it being full three feet 
deep, which rendered it very diffi- 


= cult. But, notwithſtanding our be- 
ing ſo weak, by God's aſſiſtance we 


reached the ſhore we were plying 
for. This ifland - We found very 
thickly inhabited. diſcovering at our 
firſt arrival as many as two hundred 
in number, who. came down to the 
beach to meet "Us. The catching 
and * of fiſh appeared tobe the: 
| P buſineſs 


{ 3 } 


buſineſs of theſe iſlanders ;- and with 
their fiſh they carried on a traffick 
to Muſkat. Our guide having an- 
formed them of our buſineſs; they 
received us ſomewhat civilly: they 
gave us dates te eat, and water to 
drink, of which we ſteod in great | 
need, and from which we found our- 2 
ſelves mach refreſhed. But finding 
no kind of ſhade from the ſun, we 
were very. often in fear that we 
ſhould die with its heat, it having 
bliſtered/our ſkin from our heads to 
our feet; and our mouths were ſo 
parched, and our lips ſo ſwoln, that 
we could ſcarcely open them to ad- 
mit of eating or drinking enough to 
bo us WE 1 no ſhade to 
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under their tents, or to eat or mh 
with them) we ſauntered up and 
doynithe ſide of the illand, not with- 
-out being viewed and examined, as 
ohjects of curioſity, by the ſavages, 
Who paſſed all day at intervals. 
Towards ſun-ſet they gave us ſome 
dates and water; and to lay upon, 
and cover ee withal, they 
gave us a large mat, in Which we lay 
N well all night. 


. ee ub 2F ng five 
o' clock they awoke us, and gave us 
ſome dates and water, which we 
with difficulty ſwallowed. We 
walked or rather ſauntered about the 
illand the greater part of the day, to 
3 "Paſs away the tedious time, which 

8 emed to us to move very ſlowly. 


1 | 
bx At noon they gave us ſharks fins to 
id eat, which they had broiled upon 
2 the fire, and water to drink: the 


as remaining part of the day we paſſed 

$, as the former : at ſan-ſet we had 

8. broiled ſharks fins, dates aud water, | 
le and at night we lay down to reit, in 
b, the former manner. (ne 4 
V Soo | e MM 

y Thurſday, July 26.-—-VWhen we a- 


woke in the morning, the Arabs 
brought us our uſual fare; and the 


e time ſeeming very tedious and irk- 

18 ſome to paſs, this being the third day 

e of our being upon this ifland, and no 
(> proſpe& of the camels coming to de- 
ge liver us from the burden we labour- 1 
0 ed under, we made ſigns to our con- : 4 
h ductors to know when we ſhould 25 

7 go; and they gave us to o underſtand ? 


. G 1 "that Z 


kat we ſhould not go in leſs than 
; three days, as they ſhould not be 
ready for the journey in leſs time. 
They promiſed us we ſhould fare 


1 

1 day as we had the preceding 4 

dne, while we ſtaid on the iſland, 

JM The ſun in theſe two laſt days had 
« bliſtered our ſkins in ſo ſhocking a | 

oY - manner, that our condition ſeemed 

* . eo be more deplorable. than ever: | 

wo could not walk, nor fit or lie 

down, without enduring all the tor- | 


| is nent our weakneſs would bear. 

38 8 Thus we paſſed this day as the for- 

. 5 eo orien; and at night lay down to 
1 eſt as uſual, but found ourſelvts 

| | 15 0 ES xe np. of * . 

"Friday, July 8 then morning 

| the Arabs brought us our uſual dpa 
„ # and 
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and continued as good as they had 


promiſed. This day paſſed as the 
former ones. The heat of the fun 
increaſing out pain, our lives be- 


came a burden to. us. Ending the 


day in the uſual manner, we ae 5 
lay down to reſt. 


Saturday, July 23, —Attempting to * 


riſe in the morning, we found we 


could not ſtand, the flies in the 5 
courſe of the night having made | 


holes in our ſkin, and filled them 555 .. . * 


of their inſects, which made us, 1 1 
ſore that we could ſcarcely 4 5 

the pain. Thus labouring under 
evils which grew heavier:now: than 5 
ever we had felt them before, Wẽ 


| ſpent this day after the preceding 


ones, and at night 2. ew: in | | 
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hopes the enſuing day to be remov= 
ed, if it ſhould pleaſe God to 1 
us t to furvive the 9 


— 29.— The day having 
appeared, we were called by the 
Arabs, who informed us we muſt 
prepare for our departure, there be- 


. 5 0 ing a boat provided for carrying us 


-over to the main continent; where 


the camek were ready to carry us 


| ; to Muſkat. We ſummoned all our 


1 strength together, and began our 


Walk to the boat, where we embark- 

y ed, but without receiving any thing 
to eat or drink. Having reached 
within two miles of the ſhore, the 
boat ſtruck tlie ground, nor would 
go any farther, the water being dd 
ſhoal : We were all accordingly ob- 
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nged to get out of the boat, and 
wade through the water, which was 
two feet deep. This was a taſk that 


from our weak and fore condition 
we were afraid we ſhould hardly ac- 
compliſh : however, with much toit 

and ſuffering we reached the dry 
land, being almoſt ſpent, the ſavages 


ſhowing us no pity, nor affording us * 
any aſſiſtance: but having with dif- 


ficulty got on ſhore, they gave ks b 
fome dates and water. Here we 


ſtaid, waiting for the eamels bar 


three o'clock, when they came, bes 
mg three in number, viz. one for 
the Captain, who had made a ſepa- 
rate agreement, as before mention- 
ad; and two fer the reſt of us, who 


were five in number; and each} came 


. . a driver: The ſavages Have. $ 
57 ls G2 TE. ing | 
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ing laden the camels with ſalt; ſhark; 


they put us on the top of it, and be- 
gan the j journey, and travelled over 
the mountains till near ſun-ſet,; then 
ſtopped in order to let the camels 
feed: they made a fire alſo, and 
broiled ſome Calt ſhark for us, and 
gave us the uſual quantity of dates 
and water. It being by this time 
quite dark, we d down to e 


3 1˙1 {+1 i <p 


mee, July e fin, 0 
clock in the morning, the ſavages 
having laden the camels again, we 
| proceeded and | travelled till ten 
o'clock, when we: came to a pond of 


fine water, where they unloaded the 


60 camels again, and mixed ſome fiſh, 


with a ſort of meal not unlike oat- 
$7 meal, with. W a us to 
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eat. After refreſhing ourſelves, and « 
ſtopping awhile: to let. the camels 
feed, they loaded them again, and 
we continued our route, and trays. 
elled till near ſun-ſet;' when coming 
to a grove of trees, they delivered 
the camels! of their burden, as the 
always did when they ſtopped; they 
then gave us our uſual quantity of 
dates and water; and it growing 
quite dark, and this being a tolerably 
comfortable place to what ſome 
were which we had met with, we 
1 * N all "_ 1 -; 


— 


— 7 ucſday, Fuly 31.—At two: o'clock 
in the morning, the man ts whoſe. 

care I fell, and whoſe name we 
found was Iſhmael, took one of ue / 
angels and went to an adjacent e 
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Rates, and gave us to underſtand that 
in his way he ſaw one of our people 
almoſt dead; but having parted with 
ſo many 
who it was. Here we tarried till 


at night, when, coming to a, level 


680) 
lage for dates, and, returning about 
ten O'clock, brought a quantity of 


we could not conjecture 


wa. oo , ©: @&-- 


near ſun- ſet, the day being ſo exceſ- , 
fively hot that the camels could not \ 
travel; but the day being nearly 


_ elapſed, they loaded the camels, and 


we travelled till about eleven o'clock 


piece of ground on a mountain, 


where were a quantity of buſhes on 


which the eamels feed, they unload- 
ed.the camels as uſual, and: we lay 
8 the * ann, 
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- Wedneſday, Auguſt 1.—About four 
o'clock the Arabs muſtered us. The 
camels being ready, we ſet out; and 


about eight o'clock, having deſcend- 


ed the mountain, we came to a low 


marſh, which was covered' with a 


ſtrong, dry reed, which grew there 
as we imagined in the rainy feafon : 


we had to paſs through this cane 


patch, and found it a very tedious 
undertaking ; the tops 'of the reeds 


reaching the camels? bellies, retarded 
our progreſs in a great medfure e 


however, about ten o'clock we had 
paſſed this troubleſome part of the 


journey ; and about eleven o'clock; 


it being ſo hot that the camels could 
travel no longer, we ſtopped in a 
place where we found three ſeveral 
Frings ; but the place we ſtaid in 


181 
afforded us little relief, there not be- 
ing the leaſt ſhade. or refuge from f 
the ſun. Our man Iſhmae], going to 
one of the ſprings, caught twelve or g 
Fourteen ſmall birds, which he broil- | 
ed on a fire they had made, and 
brought them to us to eat 3 but one 
of the Arabs, begrudging--us our 
meal, took ſome of the birds from 
us. From his freedom, we were en- 
BY couraged to aſk him for water, 
"high he as readily denied us. The 
Wali the ſprings ſo near us not 
being fit to drink, our thirſt and the 
heat became intolerable ; notwith- 
_ ſtanding which, we were obliged to 
content ourſelves: until five - o'clock 
uin the afternoon; when, having 
laden the camels, we mounted, again, 
and travelling till about ſeven o 
„ 5 clock, N 
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Clock, we met ſeven camels, with 


\ the ſame number of ſavages attend- 

L ing them, whom we knew to be ſome 
of the people we had ſeen on the ifl> . 
1 and. the day of our landing. there, 

| and who had been to Muſkat with 

. the ſame kind of commodity that 

. dur camels were loaded with, its - 
ö ſalt ſhark, and brought cotton and 
b dates in return ; the dates being 
their food, and the cotton they made 

- their fdhing nets of. We could not 
t rightly underſtand how long they ; 
- had been from Muſkat; but we un- 
g derſtood from them that there were 


) a number of ſhips there, which gave 
us new life. Our conductors hav- 
Ml | ing exchanged ſome of the camels 
" with them, we parted, and proceeded © 
- on till about eleven o'clock et > 
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when we ſtopped by the ſide of two 
fine ſprings, where were a number 

'of ſavages, with twenty camels, 
watering. They gave us ſome 

dates; and having drank our fill of 

: water, we lay down to fleep. 


11 * — Auguſt 2. — About three 
o' clock in the morning the Arabs 
Fed us, and we mounted to pro- 
cced on our journey, in hopes it was 
ſoon to have an end. We travelled 
until about eleven o'clock, when we 
- ſtopped among a number of ſand 
hills upon the mountain, where there 
Was no ſcreen from the ſun ; and 
the reflection of it from the ſand 
| hills, whoſe heads were ſo high that 
they deprived us of the benefit of the 
wind that blew, rendered it ſo hot, 
EY | RET. - 
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70 Wl that it was with difficulty we could 

er breathe as we lay -down, for we 

s, could by no means ſtand upon our 

le feet. While we were at this place, | 

of we ſaw three or four ſmall girls and 
boys driving a large flock of goats, 
conſiſting apparently of ſeveral hun- 


ee dreds; but they did not come with- 
bs in two or three hundred yards of us. 
- Having laid down ſome time, our 
as man Iſhmael brought us ſome broil- 
2d ed fiſh, with dates and water, which 
ye gave us ſome refreſhment z+ after 
d which, we lay down again till five 
re o'clock, when they reloaded the 
d camels, and ſet out again, and trav- 
id elled till near one o'clock in the 
at WW , morning ; ; when, coming to a num 


1e ber of buſhes on which the camels . 
t, e we ſtopped, and the ſavages un- 
at 8 Sorts H | ae + 
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loading the camels as uſual, we lay 
down among the _ and flept 
| * about five o'clock. 


5 F riday, 1 e 
on our journey again, and travelled 
until about eleven o'clock, the uſual 
time; when, coming to a large well, 
where we ſaw between twenty and 
thirty ſavages watering a number of 
: camels, we ſtopped; and of them we 
got ſome dates, all that we had be- 
ing conſumed; it proved a ſeaſona | 
ble relief; and having drank our | 
fill of water, we lay down until four ] 
o'clock in the afternoon, when we 
ſet out again, and travelled till - 
bout ten o'clock ; when, coming to 
a thicket of tvs upon ſmall hills | 
5 of hard, ſandy fol, this being a con- | 
1 venient 


A + = - a k® 
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venient place for feeding the camels, 


we lay down to reſt for the remain- 


ing * of the * 

1 | 4 
Sa SEE Hog 4+ Ae tive 

o'clock in the morning we continu- 


ed our route again, and about nine 


o'clock we paſſed by a harge grove 
of date trees, which were the firſt 
we had ſeen bearing fruit, and which 
encompaſſed a village, as our guide 


informed us, containing 2 number 
of inhabitants; but WE did not go 
into it. Paſſing by this, we travel- 


led until near eleven o' clock, When 


we came to a fine village, where we 
| found. the inhabitants- very hoſpitas 


ble; it being ſurrounded hy a num- 
ber of date trees, whoſe fruit was 
55 they tave us a: large quantity 
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of them ; ; and it being the firſt time! 
for a long while, that we had had 
an opportunity of eating our fill, we 
eat more than did us good; for it 
put us all in exceſſive: pain the whole 
day. We ſtaid among theſe remark- 
ably civil people until four o'clock 
in the afternoon. Our men having 
Jaden the camels again, we were go- 
ing away, when the friendly Arabs 
brought us a quantity of dates; 
which they gave us to ſerve us on 
our journey. C We now f ſet Out, 
| - 0d travelled till about nine o'clock 
at night, 'when we ſtopped i in the o- 

pen road, without the leaſt thing for 
ſhelter, where we lay down to vel 
| mo”! em the and e 720 44 
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3 o' clock 
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drink; which after we had eat and 


( %.) 


o'clock in the morning we began our 


day's journey once more, in hopes 
we could not be far from Muſkat, of 
which we were quite ignorant, as 
dur guides would give us no fatisfac- 
tion reſpecting it. Fravelling till 
eleven o*clock, we came to a village | 
that was evacuated, by reaſon of the 
date trees being barren. Our man 
Ihmael, with the other Arabs, leav- 
ing us here, with part of the eamels' 
loading, they went to a large village 
which we faw at a diſtance, with 
fome of the fiſt to ſell, leavisg us 
ſome dates to eat, and water to 


drank, we went into a houſe in this 


deſerted village, that appeared to 


have been a place of worſhip, where | 


WE lay down to ſleep; and our man A 
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(9 3 
not returning till near night, we 
were not diſturbed until he came and 
brought two of our black ſailors a- | 
long with him, whom he had met | 
with in his way. Theſe ſailors in- | 
formed us, that the Arabs had cir- 
cumceiſed Juba Hill, and ſold him for 
X ſixty pieces of ſilver; but by what 
| | | means they knew this, I cannot ſay. 
They ſtaid with us a ſhort time, and 
en left us, appearing to be in pretty 
good health. Our guide having 
| brought a large quantity of dates 
from the adjacent village, he gave 
us ſome, which we eat; and it grow- 
ing quite dark, he informing us we 
ſhould go no farther. that night, we 
lay down again, and went to ad a 
— Wend time, 
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* Monday, Auguſt 6.—Having flept 


A 


2 

d till about two o'clock in the morn- 

- ing, our man came to us, and informs 

t ed us that the camels were laden, 

- and waited for us : we accordingly 

þ haſtened with him to the. camels; 

F Having mounted, we ſet out agains 

, About four o'clock, we paſſed by 
| another village, and (travelled till 
near ten, when we came to a very -Y 
urge one, containing a great many THE? 
| houſes and ſtores, and vaſt num 
bers of inhabitants; the males, 

a from the age of ſeven or eight years 


to the oldeſt among them, being 
armed with fpears, cutlaſſes, and 
long knives. At our firſt entering 
the village, we aligbted from the 
camels, our curioſity prompting. ns 
to ſee the place, and being defirons - 
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to get ſomething to eat and drink, if 
we could find any among them hu- \ 
mane enough to give us any thing; | 
flattering ourſelves, that from the | 
kind reception we had met with in 
the village we ſtopt in on the Sa- 
turday preceding, we ſhould be eiv- 
ly treated here alſo: but we were 
much miſtaken in our ſuggeſtions; 
for, going among a number of them, 
importuning them for ſomething to 
cat, they laid hands on us, and 
locked us up in a houfe : we now 
began to refleR upon the indiſcretion 
of our leaving the camels 3 not knows 
ing what might be the reſult of our 
5 ene we now found it to be. 
Ruminating fore time on our con- 
5 Sen, we were alarmed leſt the 
Ta camels and our guide. ſhould paſt 
5 „ b & * f 
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through the | village, and; imagining | 


we would follow them, give himſelf 


no concern on the occaſion ;\ but in 


a little time we had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing him gain admittance into 
the place, and we were immediately 1 
ſet at liberty. Having now our 
guide with us, who we ſuppoſed had 
related our circumſtances and con- 
dition to them, they gave us a quan- 
tity of dates, and ſhewed us many 
ſigns of civility. Our guide then 
took us to a market place, where we 
ſaw onions, dates, and vegetables of 
different kinds, for ſale. They gave 
us each three pieces of copper coin; 


called pice, which is current in moſt 
parts of the Eaſt Indies; and ſome 
onions, which we eat with a go. 
* We tarried here till near | 


—_- 


. 
ſan-ſet, when ſome of the inhabitants 


gave us ſome more onions, and a 


quantity of rice; they alſo lent us a 
pot to cook it in, which we looked 
upon as a great mark of their civil 
ity. Having eat our meal, which we 
thonght a very good one, and night 
having darkened the ſky, we laid 
down where we were, having no 


> view. of a better place, and ek qui- 


2 
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deli, Auguſt 3 ht, morn- 
Frets our man came to us, and found 


us ſurroupded by a great number of 
the inhabitants, who were very de- 
e of coming near enough to us 
to touch and feel our as they 
thought ye were coloured with 
amething that Age us x ries hav. 
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ing never before ſeen any people 28 


white as we were, as Iſhmael inform- 


ed us. Having ſtood among the crowd 


ſome time, partly to gratify their eu- 


Tiolity, and partly becauſe they were 


ſo numerous that we could ſcarcely _ 
get from among them, our guide took | 


us to a man, whom we underſtood to Tt 
be the Governor, or Chief, of the 


village, and who ſpoke the Mobr 
tongue; and one of our Laſcars be- 
ing with us enabled us to ſatisfy: the 
queſtions he aſked us. He inquired 
of us, among other things, how long 
we had been with our man Iſhmael, 
and how much we were to give him 
for taking us to Maſkat : all which 
we Mera bim 18 and he made a 2 
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a his queſtions, he gave us dates, 
rice, limes, and onions; which af. 
Forded us an excellent repaſt. Hav- 
ing taken leave of the Governor, 
. we went to the place where: the cain- 
els were, and about three o'clock we 
left the village, and travelled till 
i near nine, when we ſtopped among 
ſome craggy rocks. Our conductors 
| haviog Joſt their way, knew not 
which way to go; and it being too 
dark to ſeek the right path, having 
given us ſome dates, and delivered 
the camels of their burden, we laid 
| 1 till day-ligut ſhould enable us 


to find our way out of this dreary 


ee 05 oh 0 


i. 1 Auguſt 1 in 
e morning we : renewed « our courſe 
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awd; aſvetided 4 mountain, and 
deſcended it on the eaſt fide into a 
deep valley, where we met two wo- 


men taking care of ſome goats which, 


were feeding on the gr #18. Theſe 
women informed our Arabs of the 


road which they muſt purſue, for 


Muſkat. We left the women, and 


travelled thro' the valley eaſtward; 


— 


till it brought us to a {ſpacious plain, 

in the middle of which ſtood a pleaſ- 
ant village, which we entered about x ">. i 
ten o'clogk, and found its inhabitants 
numerous and hoſpitable: They gave 
us plenty of dates, and treated us 
with much civility. | They ſeemed 


much furpriſed at the whiteneſs of 


our ſkins, and were very curious in 


examining us from head to foot. We 
Sauk here till three in the afternoon; 


ton) 


much refreſhed with our entertain 
ment. The people in this village 
diſcoyered more marks of induſtry, 
than any we had paſſed before, many 
of them being employed in preparing 
indigo, which they appeared to do 
with much ſrl and dexterity. We 
had now a prodigious high mountain 
to croſs; and, alighting from the 
camels, as they could not climb it 
with us upon their backs, with many 
weary ſteps we at length gained the 
ſummit, where we overtook a num- 
ber of men with aſſes laden with 
© dats, going to Muſkat, who had left 


tme village we laſt came from a little 


before us. We ſoon travelled a- 
croſs the top of the mountain, and 


$ +-_ coming to the eaſt ſide, the deſcent 


23 appeared almoſt impracticable, at 


( 99 ) 
foot being a deep valley, and not 4 


footſtep or path of any kind to be 
feen, except a ſmall, ſerpentine paſ- 


ſage down the craggy ſides of the 
rocks, which had been made by the 
fall of water in the rainy ſeaſon: we 
took this paſſage, and, deſcending 


very ſlowly, with much caution and 


ſome timidity, we at length reached 


the bottom in ſafety ; ' and” being 


mach fatigued, the Arabs unloaded 


the camels, and, after cating ſome _ 


dates, we laid-down upon the {mall 
ſtones and gravel that had'been waſh- 
ed from the mountain, and eps 
there all night. | des + 
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: Thurſday, Auguſt . About four 
o'clock in the morning we ſet out a» | 


gain, and trayelled along upon finall {+ 925 1 


* Adaotes 
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| ones and rocks, about two hours, 
which brought us to a number of 


an Bills; ; but finding no appear- 


ance of any path, our guides made 4 


halt with the camels, and one of 


them leſt us to go in queſt of a road 


that we might travel, but returned 


after a While unſueceſsful. We then 
get out again, travelling eaſtward, as 
there was no proſpect of finding a 
beaten path: after ſume time, ve 
met an Arab with a loaded aſs, going 
to ſome of the villages. we had paſſ- 
ed: he told our Arabs they were 
going wrong, and inſtructed them 


which way to take. Having accord- 
ingly altered our courſe, .we ſoon 


met with another Arab, driving a 


number of camels to a Sillawe: that 
had juſt at this time preſented irſelf 
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fo our view: thither we went with 
the ſtrange Arab, where we found 
but a few inhabitants, ſituated under 
a long row of date and other trees. 


Here we ſtopt, and the camels were 


unladen, we going, as we uſually did, 
among the villagers, to beg dates- 


and water, or whatever we could 


get to eat and drink: we ſucceeded: 
very well here, the inhabitants prov- 
ing very hoſpitable, giving us plenty 
of dates and water. Having ſtaid, 
till about the middle of the after- 
noon, we left the village, and pro- 
ceeded on our journey. About ſun- | 
ſet we met an Arab on a camel, arrm- 


ed with a muſket, which he carried 


(as we learnt from our man, who 
had a long diſcourſe-with him) te? | 


14 


( we} 


had lately committed many depreda- 
tions thereabouts. This alarmed our” 
conductors ; and having parted with 
the ſtranger, we travelled with alt: 
Poſſible ſpeed till late at night, when: 
we came among ſome rocks in a val- 
ley, where the Arabs concluded to: 
ſtay the remainder of the night: they 
atcordingly took the loading from 
the camels, and, having depofited it 
in the cavity of a rock, and put vs as 
mich out af the way as poſſible, in 
caſe of alarm, they left us, to take 
care of their camels. We then laid 
down to fleep, and neither ſaw or 
eat a ee n gill N mn 
45 
© Faidoy, Angſt 8 Sverk 
che morning we ſet out again, and 
ga ſcended a mountain, more ene, i 
; En 25 RY Os than 
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than moſt of thoſe we had paſſed. 
Deſcending it on the other fide, a 
large plain opened to our view, aſter 
travelling in whieh ſome time, we 
came to a wide road, that appeared 
to be much frequented; but our A 
rabs, judging, as we underſtood, that 
it was not the right road for us 


(though we afterwards found that” 


they! avoided travelling the direcr 
road to Muſkat, in order to prolong | 
our journey, with a view of getting 
more money on their arrival at Mu- 
kat) they croſſed it accordingly, and 
went to a village on the eaſt fide of 
the plain, which we found to be un 
inhabited, as we had found” Fevera® 


before, fromthe fame cauſe, the bar-* 


renneſs of the date trees. walking 
A this place, e ut 
| 0 


„ 


( 104 ) 


finding nothing to eat or drink, our 


dates (which were almoſt our con- 
ſtant food) and water being expend- 
ed, we perceived, at ſome diſtance, 
a number of Arabs ſitting in a circle. 
on the ground; and, coming to them, 
we found they had a well of very 
good water in the centre; of which 
we drank plentifully, and filled the 
goat-ſkins, which the Arabs uſe to 


carry. water in. After reſting our- 


ſelves a little at this place, we trav- 

elled along the plain to the eaſtward, 
and ſoon came in ſight again of ſalt 

water, and kept along the bank at 


the head of the beach a conſiderable : 


teme, meeting with a number of A- 


rabs; men and women, with loaded. 


camels, going into the country, and: 


Wa others Soing the ſame way we. 0 


a 
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wete. At lengen we left the edge or 


the plain, and went more inland; and 


about fix o'clock we ſaw another: 


village, which we went toward, and 


met a young girl, who ſpoke to us in 


the Moor tongue, alking us whence 


we came, and whither going; of 
which we informed her: and ſhe in- 
treated us to go with her to the vil 
lage, and ſhe would procure ſome- 
thing for our refreſhment : ſhe ac- 
cordingly went back with us to the 


village, and immediately introduced 


us to a man, whom we found to be a 


Moor of Bengal, who had been caſt 
away on the coaſt ſome time before, 
and, coming to this place, and find 


ing the inhabitants hoſpitable and 
courteous, and deſirous of his con- 


ing with them, he had. confe« | 


2 — 


| A : 
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quently remained there, and lived as 


comfortably as the country would 
admit of. We gave him an account 


of our misfortunes ; after which, he 
went about to procure us ſomething 
to eat; and ſoon produced a quanti- 
| ty.of rice, dates; and onions, with 


bread, made. of a ſort of oatmeal, as 


we imagined, which was to us à great 


rarity, -it being the firſt bread of any 


kind we had eat ſince our coming on 
ore in the long boat; for though 
we had ſeen it in ſome of the other 
villages, and begged for it as they 


were baking it at their fires, yet we 
could never get any. The Moor, 


and the girl whom we firſt met, hav- 
bg; communicated our arrival and 


_ diſtreſs to ſome of their well-difpoſed 
ve many of them contribut« : 


\S 
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4 my to our vellet;' in bringing provif 
tions, of ſuch kinds as they had, in {6 
much that we could not eat half they 
. ſet before us; which occaſioned ma- 
ny of them, of whoſe victuals we did 
, not eat, to leave the place diſſatisfied, 
y as they thought they could claim no 
- ſhare in our thanks. Having eat ſuf- 
4 
1 


ficiently, and the Moor having relat- 
ed the manner of his being caſt away, 


; and how he had fared ſince he came 

; to this place, he wiſhed us much te 7 2 
„ay with him till morning; offering 

Jus a place to ſleep in, and telling us 

; he would in the morning give each _ 

| of us a piece of cloth to cover us, and 
procure us ſome good bread, it be- 1 1 


ing fo late he could get none tat i b 
x night ; but his offers and intreaties 
were all in vain, for our conductors; 

One liuſpicious 


7 0 


juſt as the ſun was making its appear- 


* 


; Atdpicious that we might be duck 


to leave them to ſtay with the Moor, 
would not conſent to our ſpending 
the night with him: we conſequently 


5 parted with him and his friendly 


neighbours about ten o'clock, and 
walking a little way to one ſide of 
the village, we laid down and ſlept 


| there the remainder of the night. © 


es - 
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Saturday, Auguſt 4. — The Arabs 


awoke us very early in the morning, 


and having laden the camels, we be- 
gan our daily exercife, and ꝓaſſed by 
two other villages before 'fſan-rife, 


and coming to the edge of the plain 


ance, we walked down into a valley 


of an eaſy deſcent, where we came 


to a rivulet of fine freſh water; and 


its 


( 109 ) 


its banks being green, it made a moſt 


beautiful appearance to us, whoſe 


eyes had been ſo long wearied 
with the ſight of deſert ſands, ſtu- 


| pendous mountains, & craggy rocks. 


This rivulet, through which we had 


LR 


to paſs, appeared to be nearly loo 


feet wide, but not deep; and one of 


the Arabs going before, we all fol- | 


| lowed after, and croſſed it with very 


little difficulty, the water being about 
knee deep in the middle. We then 


travelled acroſs the valley, and ſoon 


came to another rivulet, which we 


alſo croſſed; and about nine 0? „clock | 
we found ourſelves at the head of the 
beach, which extended 't to the ſouth--" | 


ward ; and ſoon after, we halted at 
a grove of trees a little inland from 
the beach, it being a ſuiteble place 

| 11; “ 
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| for feeding the 1 here we alſo 
received our uſual portion of dates 
and water, and reſted ourſelves until 
after the ſun had paſſed the meridian 
near three hours, when we {et off a- 
gain and travelled till late; and com- 
$ ing then to a thicket of ſmall trees 
T and buſhes, cloſe by the ſea-ſide, af- 
ter taking our uſual fare we lay down 
95 K lleep. | 


— 3 
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2 5 Auguſt 12.—Early in the 
morning we ſet out again, and trav- 
elled the beach to the ſouthward. 
Soon after {un-riſe, our Arabs, find- 

ing the beach was not the way by 

7 which we were to get to Muſkat, 
once more altered their courſe 5 and 
ST. | travelling toward the monntain ſome 25 
be, we pede a ſmall village ; 5 and 25 
. „ belt 


DE ( 
about three hours after we diſcovers : 
ed, as we entered on a plain, at fome 
diſtance to the ſouthward and calt- 
ward, a town, which made but a 
flender appearance, having only Suk 
houſe or building above the common 
' huts : this houſe appeared like a place 
of worſhip, having a tower, with a 
dome on the top of it. As we drew 
near the place, we ſaw over the 
houſes a ſhip's maſt-heads, whence 
we concluded it was Muſkat. But its 
appearance ſeemed to afford us little 


hope of meeting with the ſuccoutor 


conſolation we had promiſed our- 
' ſelves, although the ſight of a ſeaport 
gave us ſome relief, as we flattered 
ourſelves we might perchancefind an 
European ſhip which would enable 7 
us 0 diſcharge the obligation We 
. ; © 0003 EC 3 were 
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were under to our beende dps, We 
plied forward for the town, and ſoon 
| entered it, and, on inquiry, found it 
was called Matterah. The inhabit- 
ants were very numerous, and flock- 
ed about us in great numbers to view 
us, until we came to the beach oppo- 
fite where the ſhip lay, when we 
were accoſted by a man, in the Eng- 
liſh tongue, who aſked us many queſ- 
tions relative to our circumſtances ; 
and having told him our ſtory, be in- 
formed us that he acted as factor for 
© the Engliſh ſhips that came to Muſ- 
| kat to load, which had a ſafer har- 
bour than Matterah ; that the chief 


b of what he procured for the Engliſh 


was preſer ved dates, and ſmall ſhells, 


4 - Which they call cowrie, and which 


- | are uſed for money in many parts of 
ke. 
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the Eaſt-Indies. We told him that 
we were concerned about getting 
money to pay the men who had 
brought us to this place: on which 
he proffered us what money we 
wanted, and ſaid he was commiſſion- 
ed ſo to do. But he informed us 
that Muſkat was not more than three i 
miles diſtant, and that if we choſe he 5 
would carry us thither in boats: we ? 
thankfully accepted his offer; and he 
accordingly hired two boats, one of 
which he went in himſelf, taking pan 
of our company with him; and N ; 
reſt going into the other boat, We 
put off, and ſoon reached Muſkat, 
having only a ſhort neck of land to 
row round. On landing at Mader, 
the Factor recommended us 0 be 

care of a man head he met, A 


. K 2} | pioceeded | 
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proceeded” himſelf to the Gover- 
nor, directing the man, in whoſe care 
* be had left us, to follow him with 


us. We ſoon arrived at the place of 


* deſtination, where we were very well 
* received by the Governor and his at- 
tendants. From there we were con- 
ducted to the houſe of a man, Who 
4 cted as Conſul for the Engliſh, and 
Wo ſpoke the Engliſh language. 
. This man, having heard our ſtory, 
told us he would procure a ſhip to- 
c carry us to ſome Engliſh port in the 
FF  Eaſt-Indies: He informed us that 
8 there were then two of our ſhip's 


N crew. in Muſkat, beſides us, under his 


'4 4 


protection, one white man and one 
black. He then conducted us to a 

- houſe, in which was a hall; Shert 
were a number of perſons, whom we 
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found by the Conſul'to be the magiſt ö 
trates and officers of the town, and 
who aſked the Conſul many queſtions 
concerning us, which he duly anſ-- 


wered. We then went with the Con- 


ful to another houſe, which we ima- 
gined to be the bank, where he paid 7. 
the Arabs, who brought us to Mat. 


terah, 35 dollars, which Was far mort 8 


of what we had agreed to give them | SEALS 
but the Conſul inſiſting it was enough, 


they took it and went their way. He 


next took us to a houſe near the ſex 
ſide, where he ordered victuals n 1 


drink for us; and we were ſoon: . 
ſerved with dates, fiſh, bread, an 
water. Having refreſhed ourſelves - 
by this good man's bounty, and hav- 


ing a view of the {hips in the ar- 


ow we began to feel 1 new — nd 


1 


„ 


SS] 
almoſt to think ourſelves reſtored to 
our former {ſtrength & vigour ; tho 
in reality we were {till in a moſt de- 
plorable condition. We were anxious 
to ſee our former ſhipmate, to know 
who it was that was ſo fortunate as 
to ſurvive the journey, as well as 
ourſelves; and ſoon after we found 


it to be Samuel Laha, as we {aw him 


going in a boat on board of a ſhip. 

| About 3 © clock our attendants ſerv- 
ed us ſome rice, doll, and gee. The 
I doll i is 4 kind of grain very much 
| like ray peas.in England, which they 


ſplit, and when boiled is tolerable 


food. The gee is a ſort of butter, 
which they uſe as we do butter, but 
which Eurapeans and Americans do 
not much like. They gave us alſo 
e onions and: dates: . and having 


*s © 
„ £ n 


. made 
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E 
made another good meal, we felt owe 
ſpirits greatly revived, though our 
ſtrength was {till low, and our bodies 
very ſore. We now waited with 
impatience the return of the Conſul, 
who had promiſed to procure us 
ſome clothes, as we were almoſt na» 


ked, and could not go out of the | 


houſe on that account. He ſent us a | 
barber, who ſhaved us, and combed | 

our hair; having ſeen neither razor 
nor comb {ſince the time of our ſhip- 
wreck till now. While this was per- 
forming, we had the pleaſure of ſoee⸗ 


ing our old ſhipmate, Laha, come 9 
who informed us, that he had been | 


in Muſkat four days; that be had | 5 
ſuffered much in his journey, naving 
walked all the way, without the let 


hence; 3. and that he was 5 going to 
* com "2: 22 
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work his paſſage to Bombay in an 
Engliſh ſnow. Having waitedetill 


' Near night for the Conſul, we began 
to conjecture that he had forgot his 
promiſe ;. and it being late by this 
time, we were obliged to content 
5 ourſelves for the night, and wait the 


8 


i che . morning ks: ag Captain 
Johnſon ſent a letter to the Maſter of 
the Engliſh. now in which Laha was 


going to Bombay; acquainting him 


with our diſtreſſes, and imploring his 
ſympathy and aſſiſtance in contribut- 
ing to our relief; and in a ſhort time 

after, an anfwer was returned by the 


generous Engliſhman, accompanied 


with ſeveral ſuits of clothes for Cap- 


_- tain Johnſon, and one for each of the 
| ; 1 0 7 2 reſt 
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reſt of us. Having received ſo bowtis 


tiful a donation from a man we had 
never ſeen, gratitude: bade us make 
him the firſt offer of our ſervices. 
The Conſul came to us early this 


morning, and removed us to a houſe 
near the middle of the town and 
told us he had clothes making for us.” 


There was not an European or white 


man of any nation, in the harbour, 


who did not come to ſee us, ſo that 
we did not want for company the 
whole day: among dther viſitors was 
an Arabian, who commanded a ſhip 
that wanted a carpenter ; and he took 


our carpenter's mate, Valentine Bags 
ley, along with him, and put him ints 
immediate pay, and gave him ſome 


very good clothes. The Conful took 
care to have viduals provided for us 
52.8 | "—_ this 


* a 
VO ee CORES A — 


i 
(' 
$ 


( 4220 ) 


% 


his day, as he had the preceding one: 
and about ſun-ſet we had the pleaf- 
ure of ſeeing our benefaQor, the 
Maſter of the Engliſh ſnow ; who 
came on ſhore to make us a viſit, at- 

_ tended by his clerk, who appeared to 


{ympathize-with us. On offering him 


dur ſervice, he told us he was going 
away very ſoon, and adviſed us to 


ſtay on. ſhore till we were ſtronger, 


and our health perfectly reſtored, 
_ We thanked him for his geodneſs, 
and he took his leave of us. 


55 In a (Aug. 14) Captain 


ſon applied to the Conſul for 


£7 The money to purchaſe our proviſions 
with, as we did not like the manner 


of the Arabs cooking, it; to which he 


end agrecd, and gave him one 


8 „ N 


a 


dollar, adding, that if that were not 5 


ſufficient he might have whatever 
more he wanted. We now went to 


the market, and bought ſuch proviſ- 


ions as we liked, and cooked them 
ourſelves. Thus we lived two days 
longer; and finding ourſelves much 
ſtronger, and thinking it adviſable to 
get clear of expenſes if poſſible, we 


agreed to go on board different ſnhips 


in the harbour to work, till an oppor- 
tunity offered of going to ſome Eng- 
liſh port in India. I went on board 
an Arabian ſhip, where I found three 


French ſailors, who were very kind 


to me, and gave me a ſhirt and trow- 
ſers, which were very ſervieeable to 
me; and I ſtaid on board five days, 
and was well treated by every one on 
board. On the fixth day, Captain 


E 


John Chriſtian Gaddis, of the ſhip 
Laurel, of Bengal, bound to Bombay, 
offered us a paſſage thither, which 
we all readily accepted, ſaving Bag- 
ley, who had gone carpenter in an 
Arabian ſhip. Capt. Johnſon, Lea- 
- therby, Buthby, and myſelf, accord- 
ingly went on board the Laurel, and 
failed the ſame night. Capt. John- 
Jon gave us our bill of expenſes at 
Muſkat, for which he ſaid he was 
reſponſible : : it amounted to 11 dol- 
lars each, viz. for camels hire 7, one 
ſhirt and trowſers 2, and proviſions 2 

more. But the bills were of little 
more conſequence than to remind us 
that after all our hardſhips and ſaf- 
. kerings we were in debt, and without 
a ſingle farthing to diſcharge it with, 
or even to help ourſelves. On the 

i & r ; oth 
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30th of Auguſt we arrived at Bom- 
bay, much recruited in health, thro® 
the goodneſs of God, and the un- 
| ſpeakable kindneſs of Capt. Gaddis 
and his chief officer. Thus, after a 
term of 51 days, in which we had 
ſuffered hardſhips and trials ſeldom 
known to human nature, ſnatched 
from the very jaws of death, thanks 
to the Supreme Diſpoſer of allevents, 
we were once more placed in a ſitu- 
ation to ſeek a living in this varie- 
| gated, troubleſome world. On 
our arrival we found our old ſhip- 
mate Laha had got there before us : 
he came on board dire&ly to ſee us, 
and informed us what ſhips ib the 
harbour wanted hands; and nuf 85 
went immediately on board ti 


5 


Ween, bound to England ; but L695. 2 
rherby 
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therby and myſelf concluded to go 
on board the ſhip Fame, of Boſton, 


Captain Standfaſt Smith, bound to 


the Ifle of France and Oſtend. This 
ſhip laid in dock at Maſſegon, a con- 


fiderable diſtance up the harbour. 


We communicated our intention to 
Captain Gaddis, who approved of it; 
and calling us into his cabin, he gave 


„ us each five dollars; the Chief Mate 


alſo gave cach of us one dollar, two 
ſhirts, two trowſers, and one jacket: 


Capt. Gaddis's goodneſs did mot ſtop 
8 for he hired a boat to carry us 


Maſſẽgon; where having arrived, 


we agreed with Capt. Smith, and im- 


mediately entered on board his ſhip, 
which being then under repair, we 

did not fail until the 26th of Septem- 
Sher On the 12th of November e 


3 85 arviyed. 


for Oſtend. On the 27th of Septem- 
ber we fell in with a Dutch cruiſer, _ 
With two prizes, bound into the Cape Og 


K 
arrived at the Iſle of France; where 
Ileft Captain Smith, and took a third 


Mate's birth on board the American 


ſhip Robert Morris, Captain John 
Hay, bound to Madras ; for which 
place we failed on the 3d of Decem- 
ber, and arrived there the gth of 
February, 1793; failed again on the 


25th for Calcutta, where we arrived 

on the 9th of March. Here, to my © 
great joy, 1 was informed of the ſafe 
arrival of Mr. Robert Williams at 
Bombay, contrary to every expecta- | 


tion, conſidering the ſhocking condi- 
tion in which we left him. On the 
17th of March we dropped down the 
river, and on the 12th of June ſailed 


L 2 of | 
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Þ of Good Hope, where we all arrived 


together the iſt of October. Our ſhip 


being leaky, we tarried there till 


the 25th to repair; and we arriv- 
ed at Oſtend on the 2oth of Janu- 
ary, 1794. Here the hands were all 
diſcharged, as the ſhip was going to 
England to repair. Finding no A- 
merican ſhip there, I entered into the 


| : tranſport ſervice; to keep clear of 


expenſes till I could get a paſſage to 


America; and afterwards was preſſed 


on board a King's ſhip, where I was . 


| kept ſeveral weeks, and then made 


my eſrape, and got to Blackwell in 
England, and thence back to Oſtend; 0 


ſom after which, arrived the ſnow 


Enterprize, Captain William Ward, 


from Calcutta, bound to Salem; in 
which veſſel 1. ſailed on the gth of 


— 
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June, and arrived at Salem on the 
17th of Auguſt following, when I had 
the happineſs of being once more 
reſtored to my friends, after ari ab- 
{ence of about forty months 
Soon after my arrival, I ſaw my 
fellow ſufferer, Mr. Robert Willi- 
ams; who informed me, that after 
we parted with him he went back to 
the ſpring we had left, where he 
caught ſome frogs, and ſtaid till he 
was a little recruited, and finally got 
along to Muſkat ; and that at Muſe 
kat he met with Mr. Ockington, 
whole unfortunate friend, Mr. Sea- 
ver, had failed i in the journey. 


| Thus, out of 17 white perſons wo 
began the journey, I am knowing 
445", 


. 
© 


* 
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to g who got through & ſurvived it, 


viz. Capt. Johnſon, Mr. Robert Wil- 


liams, - Mr. Ockington, Valentine 


Bagley, Solomon Buthby, 0 James 


Leatherby, Samuel Laha, and myſelf. 


-—— The Laſcars being always ac- 
cuſtomed to going naked, and liv- 
ing abſtemiouſly, it is ſuppoſed they : 
© ſuffered but little, and either got 


to Muſkat ar continued in the 


| country, as they choſe.. It was the 

fate of Juba Hill, the Black man 
from Boſton, to be detained __ 
8 * a8 a e 
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PHE tip ſhip Commer is away in tas di- 
4A viſion of Arabia known by the name of the 
Happy Arabia—deriving that epithet from a 
luxuriance of ſoil which ſome paris of it poſ- 
ſeſſes, unknown to the barren coaſt which it 
was our lot to travel. Scorching ſands, moſs- 
covered mountains, and naked rache were 
the painful variety which our journey afforded; and 
the people we met with had hearts as inſuſceptible 
of pity as the rocks of their coaſt. Theſe people 
were of a ſwarthy complexion, and had black hay 

and eyes. The marks of poverty attended them 
thoſe eſpecially whom we met with in the begin- 
ning of our travels. The men generally had an 
no other clothes than a piece of cotton cloth about 


the lower part of the body, and ſometimes a 4 
goat- cin turban on their heads; and were em- | 


monly armed: the women wore a long piece of 
cotton cloths which covered them from head to 


foot, thkir feet being bare. They appeared to 


live "moſtly by fiſhing. * When they gave us water 


at a diſtance from their ſprings, it appeared to 


be to them a precious article: more generous 
liquors they were probably unacquainted, with, 
as they paid no regard to the wine Which came 


aſhore in our long- boat. A grove of date trees 4 
was the er- of ſome; others had tents, Þþ 


made with four poles fet into the ground, and a 


| 1:22 aa tops; and as 8 drow; 3 
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Moſk at, we found numerous villages of ſmal! 


houſes, crowded with inhabitants. Their food, 
their manner of cooking, and their domeſtic uten- 
ſils, were as coarſe and mple as their habitations; 
but theſe improved as we came among their vil- 
lages; and it was obſervable that our treatment 
became a degree leſs ſavage, as we drew towards 
theſe ſettlements— a faint effect, rr of the 
kind influence of ſociety and commerce. When 
they robbed us, they never offered any violence to 
our perſons, if we made no reſiſtance. Muſkat 
is a large town; the houſes well built of ſtone, 


three and four foriis high ; it has a good harbour, | 


and confiderable trade ; the inhabitants are nu- 
merous, and the place 1 is plentifully ſupplied with 
BR — FL 
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; 48.4874 16 1 in Fs quatter of Afia ia; Bad: as de- 


-feribed 'by- hiſtorians and geographers, lies, in its 


82 extent, between the 12th & 35th degrees of 
lat. and the zöth and 61ſt of E. long. From 
its ſituation between the Iſthmus of Des the Red 


Sea, the River Euphrates, the Perfian Gbiph, the 


Bay ef Ormus, the Streights of Babel- Mandel, 
and the Indian Ocean, it may be looked upon as 
a peninſula, and that one of the largeſt in the 
world. Its firſt diviſion, as we find by Scripture, 
was into Arabah and Kedem : Ptelemy divided 
it into three parts Stony Arabia, Deſert . 
and Happy Arabia. $: IG 
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Happy Arabia, the air is exceſſively dry and hot, 

A great part of it is a loneſome deſert, diverſiſie 

only with plains covered with ſand, and moun- 
tains of naked rocks and precipices; nor ever, 
unleſs ſometimes at the equinoxes, refreſhed with 
rain. The ſands of the deſerts, when agitated by 
the winds, roll like the troubled ocean, and ſome- 
times form huge mountains, by which whole « ca- 
ravans have been buried or loſt. Wells and foun- 
tains are exceedingly rare. Thoſe vaſt plains of 
ſand are, however, interſperſed here and there 


with fruitful ſpots, like ſo many iflands in 
the midft of the ocean: theſe being rendered ex- 


tremely delightful by their verdure, and the more 
ſo by the neighbourhood of thoſe frightful deſerts, . 
the Arabs encamp upon them; and having con- 
ſumed every thing they find upon. one, remove to 
another. The ſouthern part of Arabia is bleſt 
with a fertile ſoil, whfch has acquired it the title of 


Happy: there are produced the valuable gums, 
which are carried to all parts of the world ; 8 


ſpices and fruits, and corn and wine. 

In Arabia ſtands Mount Sinai, ene 45 
the place where the law was given to the If, raelites: 
at the foot of it is a beautiful plain, nearly nine 


miles in length, and above three in breadth, on 


Which the Iſraelites encamped. From Mount 


Sinai may be ſeen Mount Horeb, where Moſes 
kept the flocks of Jethro, his father-in- law, when 
he ſaw the burning bun. 

The Arabs are diſtinguiſhed: by kiftorlans, | 
as that remarkable people, of whom at was fore- 
told, that they ſhould be invincible" have their 
hands 9 eren man, and every man s hands 
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 -..- @painft them.” They have inhabited the country 
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8 they at preſent poſſeſs, almoſt from the deluge, 
Without intermixing with other nations, In the 


early ages, the Iſhmaelites were one of the moſt 


conſiderable tribes in that country; and Kimſhi, 


an oriental hiſtorian, inſinuates, that they were 
originally the children of Hagar, by an Arab, 
after ſhe had left Abraham. Mo BY 
According to the oriental hiſtorians, the Arabs 
are to be divided into two claſſes, viz. the / 
loft Arabs, and the preſent. Concerning the for- 
mer there are ſome traditions, too unintelligible 
to be related here. 1 7 | 
The preſent Arabs, according to their own 
hiftorians, are ſprung from Kahtan, the ſame with 
Joktan, the ſon of Eber ; and Adnan, deſcended 
in a direct line from Iſhmael the ſon of Abraham. 
The former of theſe they call the genuine or pure 


Arabs, and the latter, the #aturalized or infitions 
" Arabs, | 


*-Foktan, the ſon of Eber, had thirteen ſons, who 
ſome time after the confuſion of languages ſettled 


in Arabia, extending themſelves from Meſha to 


Sephar, a mountainous place in the fouth eaſtern 
part of that peninſula, According to the Arabi. 


an hiſtorians, he bad 31 ſons, all of whom left A. 


rabia, and went into India, except two, viz. Va- 


Te rab and Jorham ; the former of whom, they ſay, 


\ 


gave the name both to their country and language. 
Iſhmael and his mother Hagar, having been diſ- 
miſſed by Abraham, entered into the wilderneſs - 


of Paran, as related in the book of Genefss. 


The ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that during: bis 


—— 


8 E 
tian; and the Arabian writers ſay that he alſo 
tock to wife the daughter of Modad, king of He- 
az, lineally deſcended from Jorham the founder 
of that kingdom. By the Egyptian, he was pro- 
bably the father of the Scenite or Wild Arabs; 
and having allied himſelf to the Jorbamites, he is 
conſidered by the Arabians as the father of the 
greateſt part of their nation. y e 

But a particular hiſtory of the Arabs is aſide 
from the purpoſe of this appendix. The propa- 
gation of a new religion, and the founding of a 


vaſt empire, by their countryman MaHoMET, 


are ſubjects with which every one is acquainted. 
Their national character is more in point; and 
this we may receive from the elegant pen of Mr. 


SIB BON premifing, that a character, which 


may apply to the nation at large, will undoubt- 
edly be more favourable than one which might 
be truly drawn for the wreiched inhabitants of a 
barren coaſt, ſeparated from ſociety, and living 
wholly under the wants of poverty, and the influ- 
ence of evil paſſions: On the ſeacoaſt ( ſays 
Guthrie) they are mere pirates, and make prize 
of every veſſel they can maſter, of whatever na- 
nor.””:--; To 2 
The perpetual independence of the Arabs has 
been the theme of praiſe (ſays Mr. GIBBON] a- 
mong ſtrangers and natives. The kingdom of 
Yemen, it is true, has been ſucceſſively ſubdued 
BN the Abyſſinians, the Perſians, the Sultans of 
Egypt, and the Turks: the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina have repeatedly bowed under a Scy- - 
. - thian tyrant ; and the Roman province of Arabia 
emhraced the peculiar wilderneſs in which Iſmael 


_ "and: his ſons muſt have pitched their tents in the 
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ace of their brethren, Vet theſe exceptions are 
temporary or local: the body of the nation has 
the yoke of the moſt powerful monarch- 
ies: the arms of Seſoſtris and Cyrus, of Pom 
and Trajan, could never achieve the conqueſt of 
Arabia: the preſent Sovereign of the Turks may 
exereiſe a ſhadow of juriſdiction; but his pride is 
reduced to ſolicit the friendſhip of a people, whom 
it is dangerous to provoke, and fruitleſs to attack. 
The obvious cauſes of their freedom are inſeribed 
on the character and country of the Arabs. Many 
-ages before Mahomet, their intrepid valour had 
been ſeverely felt by their neighbours, in offenſive 
-and-defenſive war. The patient and active vir- 
tues of a ſoldier are inſenſibly nurſed in the habits 
und diſcipline of a paſtoral liſe. The care of t 
meep and - camels is abandoned to the women 
| ste tribe; but the martial youth, under the ban- 
. . I ver of the Emir, is ever on horſeback, and in the 
eld, to practiſe the exerciſe of the bow, the jave- 
nia, and the ſeymetar. The long memory of 
ttzeir independence is the firmeſt pledge of its per- 
pPetaity; and ſucceeding generations are animated 
to prove their deſcent, and to maintain their in- 
heritance. Their domeſtic feuds are ſuſpended on 
the approach of a common enemy; and in their laſt 
- hoſtilities againſt the Turks, the caravan of Mec- 
ca was attacked and pillaged by four ſcore thou- 
ſund of the confederates. When they advance to 
battle, the bope of victory is in the front; and in 
te rear, the afſorance of a retreat. Their horſes 
585 and eamels, who in eight or ten days can perform 
à march of four or five hundred miles, difappear 
before the conqueror; the ſecret waters of the; de- 
ſert — —_ ſearch ; and bis viQtorious troops 
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are conſumed with thirſt, hunger and fatigue, in 
the purſuit of an inviſible foe, who ſcorns his ef- 
forts, and ſafely repoſes in the heart of the burn- 
in ande on 3h EE ks 

© The ſlaves of domeſtic tyranny may vaiuly- . 
exult in their national independence: but the A- 
rab is perſonally free; and he enjoys, im ſome 
degree, the benefits of ſociety, without forfeiting 
the p-:rogatives of nature. In every tribe, ſu- 
perſtition, or gratitude, or fortune, has.exalted a 
particular family above the heads of their equals. 
The dignities of Shaik and Emir invariably deſ- 
dend in this choſen race: but the order af ſuc- 
ceſſion is looſe and precarious; and the moſt wor- 
thy or aged of the noble kiuſmen are preferred to 
the ſimple, though important, office of compoſng 
diſputes by their advice, and guiding valour: by 
their example. The momentary junction of ſev- 
eral tribes produces an army; their more laſting 


union conſtitutes a nation; and the Suprenmm 


Chief, the Emir of Emirs, whoſe banner is diſ- 
played at their head, may deſerve, in the eyes of - 
ſtrangers, the honours of the kingly name. If the 
Arabian princes abuſe their power, they are 
quickly puniſhed by the deſertion of their ſubjects, 
who had been ectuſtomed: to a mild and parental 
_ jurifdiaiohy Their ſpirit is free, their Reps are 
unconfined, the deſert is apen, and the tribes and 
families are held together by a matoandatiets 


taxy compact. 


* . # 


In the Rudy of nations and men, we may ob- 2 


ferve the caufes that render them hoſtile or IF 


' friendly to each other—that tend to narrow or 
enlarge, to mollify or exaſperate, the ſocjab-char- = 
Acer. The ſeparation. of the Arabs {tom the reſt 


of * 
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of mankind has accuſtomed them to confound the 
ideas of ftranger and enemy; and the poverty of 
the land has introduced a maxim of juriſpru- 
dence, which they believe and practiſe to the pre- 
ſent hour: they pretend, that in the divifion of 
the earth the rich and fertile climates were aſſign- 
ed to the other branches: of the human family ; 
and that the pofterity of the outlaw Iſmael might 
recover, by fraud or force, the portion of inberit- 
ance of which he had been unjuſtly deprived. 
According to the remark of Pliny, the Arabian 
tribes are equally addicted to theft and merchan- 
diſe: the caravans that traverſe the deſert are ran- 
ſomed or pillaged; and their neighbonrs, ſince 
the remote times of Job and Seſoſtris, have been 
the victims of their rapacious ſpirit. If a Bedo- 
ween diſcovers from afar a ſolitary traveller, he 
rides furiouſly againſt him, crying, with a loud 
voice, Undreſs thyſelf, thy aunt {my wife ) is 
without a garment.” A ready ſubmiſſion entitles 
him to merey; reſiſtance will provoke the ag- 
_ prefſor, and his own blood muſt expiate the blood 
which he preſumes to ſhed in legitimate defence. 
A fingle robber, or a few aſſociates, are branded 
with their genuine name; but the exploits of a 
numerous band aſſume the character of law ful and 
honburable war. The temper of a people, thus 
armed againſt mankind, was doubly inflamed by 
the domeſtic licence of rapine, murder, and re- 
venge. In the conſtitution of Europe, the right 
of peace and war is now confined to a ſmall, and 
the actual exerciſe to a much ſmaller, lift of reſ- 


pectable potentates; but each Arab, with impu- - 


5 nity and renown, might point his javelin àgainft a 5 
ie life of his countryman, The union ef the 
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nation conſiſted only in a vague reſemblance of 
language and manners; and in each community 
the juriſdiction of the magiſtrate was mute and 
impotent. Of the time of ignorance whien pre- 
ceded Mahomet, 1700 hattles are recorded by 
tradition; hoſtility was embittered with the ran- 
cour of civil faction; and the recital, in proſe or 
verſe, of an obſolete ſeud, was ſufficient to re- 
kindle the ſame paſſions among the deſcendents of 
the hoſtile tribes. In private life, every man, at 
leaſt every family, was the judge and avenger of 
its own cauſe.. 'The nice ſenfibility of honour, 
which weighs the inſult rather than the injury, 
ſheds irs deadly venom on the quarrels. of the A- 
rabs: the hongur of their women, and of their 
beards, is moſt eafily wounded ; an indecent ac- 
tion, a contemptuous word, can be expiated only 
by the blood of the offender; and ſuch is their 
patient inreteracy, that they expect, whole months 
and years, the oppartunity of revenge. A ſine or 
compenſation for murder is familiar to the barba- 
rians of every age; but in Arabia the kinfmen of 
the dead are at liberty to accept the atonement, or 
to exerciſe with their own hands the law of:retal- 
ation, The refined malice of the, Atabs refules 
even the head of the murderer, ſabſtitutes an in- 
nocent to the guilty perſon, and transſers the pen- 
-alty to the beſt and moſt conſiderable of the ac 
by whom they have been injured. If he falls by 
their hands, they are expoſed in their turn to the 
danger of repriſals; the intereſt and principal uf 
the bloody debt are accumulated ; the individuals 


of either family lead a life of malice and —_ 5 5 


eion; and fifty years may ſometimes elapſe, 
This a 
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F This ſanguinary ſpirit, ignorant of pity or for- 
giveneſs, has been moderated, however, by the 
maxims of honour, which require in every private 
encounter ſome equality of age and e -of 

numbers and weapons, "Ph | 
-*© But the ſpirit of rapine and revenge was at- 

| tempered by the milder influence of trade and li- 
terature. The ſolitary peninſula is encompaſſed 
by the moſt civilized nations of the ancient world; 
_ *the-merchant is the friend of mankind ; and the 
annual caravans imported the firſt ſeeds of know- 
- ledge and politeneſs into the cities, and even the 
camps of the deſert. The arts of grammar, of 
metre, and of rhetoric, were unknown to the free- 
born eloquence of the Arabians; but their pene- 
tration was ſharp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit 
ſtrong and Tententious, and their more elaborate 
eompaſitions were addreſſed with energy and ef- 
FeR to the minds of their hearers. The genius 

and merit of a rifing poet were celebrated by the 
applauſe of his own and thè kindred tribe. 
„„The Arabian poets} were the 
Hiſtorians and moraliſts of the age; and if they 
Fympathized with tke prejudices, they inſpired 
and crowned. the virtues, of their countrymen. 
The indiffoluble union of generoſity and valour 
was the darling theme of their ſong; and when 
they pointed their keeneſt ſatire againſt a deſpica- 


ble race, they affirmed, in the bitterneſs of re- 


roach, ther the men knew not how to give, nar 
| Ae wu eh ta deny. The ſame höſpitality which 
was practiſed by Abraham, and celebrated by 
Homer, is ſtill renewed in the camps of the A- 
rabs. The ferocious Bedoweens, the terrour of the 
9 8 without i e or n. | 
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the ſtranger who dares to confide in their honour, 
and to enter their tent: his treatment is kind and 
reſpectful; he ſhares the wealth or the poverty of 
his hoſt; and, after a needful repoſe, he is diſ. 
miſſed on his way, with thanks, with bleſſings, 
and perhaps with ginnen 569% uddsn 


* 
— 4 £ 
= £ &| = \ 


3 


BE DOT EENS is a modern name by which | 
the wild Arabs are diſtinguiſhed, who inhabit the 
_ deſerts, who live in tents, and who are perpetually 
removing from one place to another. Such. is the 
ſituation in which nature has placed theſe people 
under a ſky almoſt perpetually inflamed and with- 
out clouds, in the midſt of immenſe and boundleſs 
plains, without houſes, trees, rivulets, or hills—as 
to make of then a race of men equally ſingular in 
their phyfical and moral character. This ſingu- 
larity is ſo ſtriking, that even their neighbours the 
Syrians regard them as extraordinary beings, eſ- 
pecially thoſe tribes which dwell in the depths of 
the deſert, and never approach the towns. When 
in the time of Shaik Daher ſome of their horſe- 
men came as far as Acre, they excited the ſame 
eurioſity there, as a viſit from the ſavages. of A- 
merica would in Europe. Every body viewed 
with ſurpriſe theſe men, who were more diminu- 
tive, meagre, and ſwarthy, than any of the known 
-Bedoweens : their withered legs were only com- 
. poſed of tendons, and had no calves; their belligs . 
Aeemed to cling to their backs; and their hair was 
frizzled almoſt as much as that of the Negroes. 
They, on the other hand, were no leſs aſtoniſned 
t every thing they ſaw : they could neither con- 
3 | - TELVE- 
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ceive how the houſes and minarets could ſtand e- 
xe, nor hom men ventured: to dwell beneath 
them; and always in the ſame ſpot; but, above 
all, they were in an extaſy on beholding the ſea, 
nor could they comprehend what that deſert of 
water could be, In general, the Bedoweens are 
ſmall, meagre, and tawny ; more ſo, however, in 


the heart of the deſert than en the frontiers of the 


cultivated country; but they are always of a 


darker hue than the neighbouring peaſants. They 
alſo differ among themſelves in the fame camp; 
the Shaiks, that is, the rich, and their attendants, 
being always taller and more corpulent than the 
common claſs: M. Volney has ſeen ſome of them 
above 5 feet 6 inches high, though in general they 
do not exceed 5 feet 2 inches. This difference is 
only to be attributed to their ſood, with which the 
former ate ſupplied more abundantly than the lat- 
ter. The lower claſs live in a ſtate of habitual 
wretchedneſs and famine: it is a fact, that the 
quantity of food uſually conſumed by the greater 
part of them does not exceed ſix ounces a day: ſix 


or ſeven dates ſoaked in melted: butter, a little 


ſweet milk or curds, ſerve a man a whole day; 
and he eſteems himſelf happy when he can add a 


 .-- mall quantity of coarſe flour, or a little ball of 
nice. Meat is reſerved for the greateſt "feſtivals ; | 
And they never kill a kid, but for a marriage or a 


funeral. A few wealthy and generous Shaiks a- 
lone can kill young camels, and eat baked rice 
with their victuals. In times of dearth, the vul- 
gur, always half famiſhed, do not diſdain the moſt 
wretched kinds of food; and eat locuſts, rats, 
Jizards, and ſerpents, broiled on briars. Hence 


are they ſuch plunderers of the cultivated lands, 
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and robbers on the high roads: hence, alſo, their 
delicate conſtitution, and their diminutive and 
meagre bodies, which are rather active than vigor- 
ous. | 4+ 33 28 
The Bedoweens have as little induſtry as their 
wants are few. They have no books, and are 1g- 
norant of all ſcience. All their literature conſiſts 
in reciting tales in the manner of the Arabian 
Nights Entertainment. In the evening they ſeat 
themſelves on the ground; and there, ranged in a 
circle round a little fire of dung, their pipes in 
their mouths, and their legs croſſed, they fit a 
while in ſilent meditation, till on a ſudden one of 
them breaks forth with, Once on a time — and con- 
tinues to recite the adventures of ſome young 
Shaik and female Bedoween : he relates in what 
manner the youth firſt got a ſecret glimpſe. of his 
miſtreſs, and how he became deſperately enamour- 
ed of her: he minutely deſcribes the lovely fair; 
boaſts her black eyes, as large and ſoft as thoſe of 
the gazelle ; her languid and impaſſioned looks; 
her arched eyebrows, reſembling two bows of ebo- 
ny; her waiſt, ſtrait and ſupple as a lance :: he for- 
gets not her ſteps, light as thoſe of the yaung fly: 
nor her eye-laſhes, blackened with th; nor her 
lips, painted blue; nor her nails, tinged with the” 
golden-coloured henna; nor her breaſts, reſem- 
bling two pomegranates; nor her words, ſweet as 
honey. He recounts the ſufferings of the young - 
lover, /o waſted with' defire and paſſion, that bis 
body no longer yields any ſhadow.” At length, af- 
ter detailing his various attempts to ſee his miſ- 
treſs, the obſtacles of the parents, the invaſions of 
the enemy, the captivity of the lovers, &c. he ter- 
minates, to the ſatisfaction ofthe audience, by re- 
75 | > ſtoring, 
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boring them, united and happy, to the paternat 
tent, and by receiving the tribute paid to his elo- 
quence, in an exclamation of praiſe, nn. co 
Admirably well!“ 

The Bedoween is a ſhepherd, without all the 
innocence: of that character. The facility of paſſ- 
ing rapidly over extenſive tracts of country ren- 
ders him a wanderer. He becomes greedy from 
want, and a robber from greedineſs. A — 
er rather than a warrior, he poſſeſſes no ſanguinary 
courage; he attacks only to deſpoil; and if he 
meets with reſiſtance, never thinks a mall booty 
is to be put in competition with his liſe. To ir- 
ritate him, yeu muſt ſhed his blood; in which 
caſe he is as obſtinate in his vengeance, as he was: 
. cautions in avoiding danger. 

- Notwithftanding their depredations on — 


among themſelves the Bedoweens are remarkable 


for a « faith, a diſintereſtedneſs, a generoſity, 
which would do honour to the moſt civilized peo- 
ple: 'Whar is there more noble, than the right of 
aſylum ſo reſpected among all the tribes? A ſtran- 
, nay, even an enemy, touches the tent of the 
loween, and from that inſtant his perſon, is in- 


violahle. It would be reckoned a diſgraceful 
*meannets, an indelible ſhame, to fatisfy even a juſt 

. vengeance at the expenſe of hoſpitality. Has the 
Bedoween conſented to eat bread and ſalt with his 


gueſt, nothing can induce him to betray him. The 
Eedoween, ſo rapacious without his camp, has no 


ſooner ſet his foot within it, than he becomes lib- 
eral and generous : what little he poſſeſſes he is 
euer ready to divide: he has even the delicacy not 


to wait till it is aſked : when he takes his repaſt, 


| 4 of his tent, in 


order ; 


CARER 
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order to invite the paſſengers; his generoſity is ſo 


fincere, that he does not look upon it as a merit, 
but merely as a duty, and he therefore readily 
takes the ſame liberty with others. | 5 

The unqualified liberty enjoyed by the Bedo- 


weens extends even to matters of religion. It is 


true, that on the frontiers of the Turks they pre- 
ſerve, from policy, the appearance of Mahometan- 
iſm ;. but ſo relaxed is their obſervance of its cere- 
monies, and ſo little fervour has their devotion, 
that they are generally conſidered as infidels, who 
have neither law nor prophets. They even make 
no difficulty in ſaying, that the religion of Ma- 
homet was not made for them—** For (add they) 


how ſhall we make ablutions, who have no water ? 


How can we beſtow alms, who are not rich? 


Why ſhould we faſt in the Ramadan, ſince the 
whole year with us is one continual faſt? And 


what neceſſity is there for us to make the pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, if God be preſent every Where?“ 
In ſhort, every man thinks and acts as he pleaſes, 


and the moſt perfect toleration exits among 
them. | 
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